Archaeologia
http://journals.cambridge.org/ACH
Additional services for Archaeologia:
Email alerts: Click here
Subscriptions: Click here
Commercial reprints: Click here
Terms of use : Click here

II.—On an Examination of the Grave of St. Cuthbert in Durham Cathedral
Church, in March, 1899
J.T. Fowler
Archaeologia / Volume 57 / Issue 01 / January 1900, pp 11  28
DOI: 10.1017/S026134090001136X, Published online: 15 November 2011

Link to this article: http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S026134090001136X
How to cite this article:
J.T. Fowler (1900). II.—On an Examination of the Grave of St. Cuthbert in Durham Cathedral Church, in March, 1899.
Archaeologia, 57, pp 1128 doi:10.1017/S026134090001136X
Request Permissions : Click here

Downloaded from http://journals.cambridge.org/ACH, IP address: 128.250.144.144 on 28 Apr 2013

II.—On an Examination of the Grave of St. Guihbert in Durham Cathedral Church,
in March, 1899. By J. T. FOWLER, M.A., Hon. D.C.L., F.8.A., and Local
Secretary, Honorary Canon of Durham.

Read 14th December, 1899.

OCJE Fellow and Local Secretary, Canon G-reenwell, has recently devoted much
time, thought, and labour to the piecing together of the broken portions of St.
Cuthbert's coffin that were removed from the grave in 1827.a Special attention
having thus been directed to the matter, it was thought desirable that another
examination of the grave should be made in order to recover, if possible, some of
the missing fragments.11 For Dr. Raine expressly states that the new coffin
provided in 1827 was " deposited in the bottom of the original grave, upon a mass
of broken wood, iron rings, and iron bars, the remnants of the two outer coffins of
the Saint, which had been thrown into the grave." c It was further considered
that an examination of the human remains might throw some light upon the longdisputed question of the identity of the body that was placed in the grave in 1542
with that of St. Cuthbert, which had for nearly 840 years been enclosed in the
coffin. After many delays, caused by the strong feeling in the minds of some
whose objections rightly carried great weight, it was decided that the grave should
be opened, the coffin of 1542 carefully raised, the other contents of the grave
taken out, and the coffin returned to its place with its contents undisturbed.
Accordingly, on March 1st, 1899, the large blue marbled slab in the floor of
the feretory (fig. 1) was lifted at 11.25 a.m.6 Under it was found a layer of sandy
" See Raines St. Cuthbert, 180-216.
For a full account of the remains of the coffin, abundantly illustrated, see the recently published Catalogue of Sculptured Stones in the Cathedral Library, 133-156.
<= St. Cuthbert, 216.
d
A local term. See Sites of Durham (Surtees Society 15), 30, 32, 33, etc. This lapis marmoreus
is mentioned in Durham Account Rolls (Surtees Society 100), 743.
c
There were present the Dean, Canons Tristam, Farrar, Kynaston, Fowler, and Greenwell, Rev.
W. Brown, R. 0. priest (author of Where is St. Cuthbert buried), Rev. E. S. Taylor, F.S.A., Rev.
J. Haworth, Mr. Brown, the clerk of the works, and two or three labourers. Mr. C. Hodgson Fowler,
F.S.A., the cathedral architect, was asked to be present, but was unfortunately absent from Durham
at the time.
h
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gravel, (fig. 2), in the middle of which, immediately under the upper slab, was a
mass of some disintegrated textile wrapped in paper that was in the last stage of
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Fig. 1. Plan of the site of St. Cuthbert's shrine and grave.

decay. The threads were of various colours and shades, and some of them were
covered with gold. Among the gravel was found another mass of tangled
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greenish-grey thread with filaments of gold, being apparently the remains of
some textile, the more perishable threads of which had disappeared. These
masses of thread no doubt represented portions of the vestments that had been on
the body or preserved as relics, or of burses in which relics had been kept. They
greatly resembled some of the thread found in the chapter-house graves in 1874.*
The gravel was carefully sifted as it was taken out, and in it were found a small
molar tooth and some small fragments of wood, bone, and rusty iron.
When all the gravel had been removed a second large stone slab was exposed,
and was found to have a slightly hollowed chamfer all round it (fig. 2). It was
Floor of

Section looking T~torth.

flection looking West".

del9

Fig 2. Longitudinal and transverse sections of St. Cuthbert's grave.

laid on a bed of mortar on the top of the stone sides of the grave. This lower
cover was now lifted and tilted over so as to rest on its north side or edge, leaning
on the heap of gravel with its face toward the south. It was observed to be
slightly wider at the western or head end than at the foot. It was also noticed
that the upper slab of blue marble had been so placed as to extend much further
beyond the east end of the grave than it did beyond the west end. On the face
of the lower slab were cut in bold letters the words :
fjestodl monaefnts,
as observed and recorded by Dr. Raine."
Archaeologia, xlv. 390, 391, 403.

b

St. Guthbert, 183.
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The open grave of 1542 was now exposed. The sides were of squared stones,
some of which were subsequently found to be of grey or " blue " marble.a The
uppermost course was chamfered,1" and overhung the opening, which was accordingly somewhat contracted, yet large enough to admit of the lowering or raising
of any coffin of ordinary dimensions (fig. 2). The different appearance of the
upper course at the foot of the grave which was observed by Dr. Raine0 was
evident also to us. Dr. Lingard was inclined to think that the body was
taken out of the grave in the time of Queen Mary, and that two stones
without chamfers proved that the grave had been opened between 1542 and
1827.d But Dr. Raine offers a different explanation. On looking into the
grave we expected to see the "coffin" of 1827, but could discern nothing clearly.
By the help of a lantern it was soon found that there was no coffin properly so
called, but that there were three narrow boards about an inch apart, at first
supposed to be lying on the coffin as a sort of protection. As soon as any
attempt was made to raise these boards they fell to pieces, and it was then seen
that they formed the top of the "coffin" of 1827, and that immediately under
them lay a large quantity of human bones, shavings, and rotten wood. The socalled coffin had only been a sort of crate of thin deal, hastily knocked together,
in which the bones had been packed in shavings from the carpenter's shop.
And now came the question how this frail and shabby packing-case, for
it was nothing more, could be removed without disturbing its contents. Unless
it were taken out, it was impossible to secure the remains of early coffins on
which it lay, or properly to examine the masonry of the grave. An attempt
was accordingly made to encase it in new boards with iron bands passed round
them, or to protect it in any way that might seem feasible as the work went
on. The most skilful and patient efforts of the clerk of the works and his
labourers to this end occupied the remainder of this day and some hours of
the next, but proved to be unsuccessful. Indeed, the only result was the
complete disintegration of the decayed remains of the packing-case, and the
unseemly spectacle of human bones, rotten shavings, etc. already referred to.
In these unexpected circumstances it was felt that the most reverent treatment
of the human remains would be to effect a careful "translation,"6 with a view to
a

Cf. Bites of Durham, ch. ii., and see below, p. 17.
It has been suggested that these chamfered stones may have formed the plinth of Hes well's tomb.
c
St. Cuthbert, 184.
d
Notes and Queries, No. 286, April 21, 1855, 304
e
Strictly speaking, the translation of a saint's body is the removal from a grave into a shrine
either over the grave or in some other place.
b
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their being finally deposited in the grave in a decent manner; that to adopt
this course would enable the bones to be carefully examined, and would make
it easy to take out whatever there might be underneath them. A temporary
shell or coffin, lined with cotton wool and white linen, was at once prepared,
and on March 2nd, at about 2 p.m., the work of " translation " began." This
continued through the whole of the afternoon, the bones of the principal
skeleton, which were mostly in their right places, being arranged by me in
their proper order in the temporary coffin, while the many other bones found
with these, including the cloven portions of a skull, which we suppose to have
been St. Oswald's,11 were laid separately in other receptacles. Meanwhile the
chanting of those same Psalms and Canticles that had so often formed the praises
of the holy dead, sounded in our ears as the afternoon service was being sung
in the choir, and indeed, to use the words of the Eev. W. Brown, " It was a
rather solemn and impressive task, and was carried through very reverently."0
Among the miscellaneous bones were doubtless many of those enumerated in
the Liber de Reliquiis of 1383, recently printed by the Surtees Society with the
Durham Account Rolls.3 In that record will be found no less than four
entries relating to bones " of the Holy Innocents," and, as will be seen below,
some bones of children were found. All the relics were removed to the Old
Treasury in the cloister, which was kept carefully locked, lest any unauthorised
persons should have access to them.
There were now several matters requiring attention. The bones were to
be examined by a competent anatomist, and for that purpose the valuable
assistance of Dr. Selby Plummer was secured. Orders were given for a
suitable oak coffin, provided with a horizontal partition under which the
miscellaneous bones could be placed, a solid headpiece to support the skull as
in stone coffins, and proper linings. On the lid was to be incised the cross
commonly called " St. Cuthbert's," surmounted by a crown, with reference to
St. Oswald the king. The sides and bottom of the grave were to be examined
for all stones that might be presumed to have belonged to the shrine, that
such might be taken out, and new ones inserted in their, places. All these
a

Present, the Dean, Canons Fowler and Greenwell, Rev. W. Brown, the clerk of the works,
and the labourers.
b
On St. Oswald's head, see Baada, Hist. Eccl. III. xii., Symeon, Hist. Eccl. Dunelm. I. ii., and
Reginaldi Vita Oswaldi in the Rolls edition of Symeon, I. App. III. xlv-li.
0
The TJshaw Magazine, July, 1899, 127. In the March and July numbers of that magazine
may be seen a full account, with illustrations, by Mr. Brown, writing as an eye-witness.
a
Vol. ii. 425.

On an Examination of the Grave of St. Guthbert
matters were at once put in hand, and the human remains, after having been
deposited in the Treasury for some days, were removed to a room in the
Deanery, where they could be more conveniently dealt with. Photographs of
the skulls were taken, but unfortunately these were to a great extent unsuccessful, owing to the failure of the sensitive plates, only discovered when it
was too late to obtain fresh negatives. From them, however, in conjunction
with Dr. Plummer's observations and measurements, our illustrations have been
taken (Plate II.). The Purbeck marble stones found in the sides of the
grave were laid out on the floor of the feretory, where they now are (fig. 3).
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IMg. 3. Purbeck step forming part of the grave of St. Cnthbert.

None of them has any mouldings or ornament of any kind, but they fit
together so as to form a course of masonry that doubtless formed part of the
substructure of the shrine. And in one corner are faint but undoubted traces
of the pilasters and sides of the quasi tomb. There are also remains of iron
rods or dowels, but not of the " fower staves of iron " mentioned in Bites, ch. ii.
On Friday, March 17th, the whole of the bones, having been duly deposited
in the new coffin, were restored to the grave. In the upper part of the coffin
were placed the bones forming the skeleton supposed to be St. Cuthbert's, and
with these, as of old, the cloven skull of St. Oswald. The other relics were laid
under the horizontal partition above mentioned. Within the coffin was placed a
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bottle containing a Churchman's Almanack for 1899, and a properly attested
account of the recent investigation. The coffin was carried through the cloister
and the church, the dean and the sacrist walking before it in surplices and conducting a short service by the grave. The sacred relics were once more laid to
rest, and the two grave covers, with the intermediate gravel and the floor stones
that had been taken up, were replaced exactly as before.
The results of what has been done may be briefly summarised as follows :
1. The relics are now entombed under decent and honourable conditions of
sepulture.
2. They have been properly examined and reported on, with the result of
greatly strengthening the presumption that the almost complete skeleton is that of
St. Cuthbert, and of all but positively identifying the remains of the skull of St.
Oswald, and it is not likely that the body of St. Cuthbert would be hidden away
without the Caput Oswaldi which had so long been associated with it.
3. Considerable portions of the Purbeck marble substructure of the shrine
have been found.
4. Some fragments of the Anglo-Saxon and other coffins have been recovered;
the results in this direction have, however, been disappointing in respect of carved
portions of the Anglian coffin, though by no means so in other respects."

NOTE ON TRADITIONS AS TO THE REMOVAL OF ST. CUTHBERT'S
BODY.
There are said to be two traditions which affirm that the body of St. Cuthbert has been removed from the grave in which it is generally believed to have
been placed in 1542. One is called the secular and the other (if it be another)
the Benedictine tradition. Of the secular tradition there are two versions. One
of these was contained in a MS. in the possession of the late Provost Consitt, of
Durham, and there is a facsimile of it and of a note connected with it in Where
is St. Cuthbert buried? by the Rev. "W. Brown, B.A., Durham, 1897, facing
p. 37. It appears to be in a hand of the last century, and runs as follows:
" Subter Grradus saxeos (secundu, et tertiu.) Clymacis ascendentis et ducentis erga
turre Campanoru in Templo Cathedrali Civitatis Dunelmensis ppe horologiu grande,
quod locatur in Angulo Australi Fani ejusdem, sepultus jacet Thesaurus p9tiosus
a

VOL. LVII.

See Catalogue of Sculptured Stones, 153-6.
D
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(Corpus S. Cuthberti)." This points distinctly to the staircase at the south-west
corner of the south transept, where a most thorough exploration was made in
1867, when nothing whatever was found. The other version comes from a paper
furnished by Mr. Swinburne, some time town clerk of Gateshead, by whose
ancestors, who were Roman Catholics, the original had been preserved, the probable date of which I have no means of knowing. It is printed in Archbishop
Byre's History of 8t. Guthbert, 1887, Appendix B, as follows:
Infra saxeos gradus tertio et secundo
Ducentis et ascendentis ad clochim turrim
Jacet thesaurus pretiosus Corpus Sancti Cuthberti.

This appears to be to the same effect as the version given above. But as it was
thought that the words clochim turrim, evidently a corrupt reading, might mean
bell-tower, and that the north-west or Galilee tower, which formerly contained
some of the bells, might be the true hiding-place, a thorough search was made
there as well as in the transept, and with the same negative results. The base of
the south-west tower was also examined, but without any result. Mr. Brown
mentions an oral tradition pointing to Bishop Langley's tomb in the Galilee as
the place where the body of St. Cuthbert now lies, but it is not likely that this
tomb will be opened in order to look for it. The late Provost Consitt and many
others thought that the secular tradition was completely disposed of by the investigations of 1867.
The Benedictine tradition is kept strictly secret. It may be referred to in
the Ghurch History of Serenus Cressy (1688), p. 902, where he speaks of the body
being " no doubt," at that time, " in the hands of some devout Catholics," as if he
thought it had been taken away from the church altogether. The second notice
of it is in a MS. work preserved at Downside College, entitled Annus Sacer
Britannicus, by Father Anselm Mannock; he writes, " When, in King Henry's
time, the shrine was defaced the monks removed it (the body) to a more secret
place, and there it still remains, known only to three monks, who are bound to
perpetual secrecy. I had it from one of the three in the secret, about the year
1730, named Father Casse."
An account was furnished to Dr. Lingard in 1828 by Father Gregory Robinson, the Benedictine Provincial of the North, to the effect that, according to the
Benedictine tradition, the body was buried where the shrine had been in the time
of Henry VIII., but taken up in the reign of Mary and deposited in a vault in a
different part of the church, that the secret was communicated to the English
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Benedictines by some of those who had been employed in the removal, and that
the spot was marked in a plan of the cathedral which they kept, but that they
were under an oath of secrecy not to disclose it.
Three principal depositaries hold the secret, but each may communicate it in
confidence to some other Benedictine if he think that he is likely soon to die. A
few years ago Father Allanson, who was Provincial, and in possession of the secret,
stated to Provost Consitt that if such a plan had existed it had disappeared, and
that the secret was no longer binding under an oath. So far as any hints have
leaked out, they seem to point to the west end of the church as the place of alleged
concealment.
Dr. Lingard at one time did not attach any credit to the asserted tradition of
the Benedictines, but at another time was inclined to accept that part of it which
stated that the body was taken out in the time of Queen Mary. He wrote to
Dr. Husenbeth that he had little doubt that the body found in 1827 was that
of St. Cuthbert, and Dr. Husenbeth seems to have been of the same opinion.a
Archbishop Byre thought that if nothing was found in 1867, that would tend to
strengthen the belief in the genuineness of the bones found in 1827.b Provost Consitt
sums up in favour of the genuineness, in his Life of St. Cuthbert, 1887, pp. 234—238.
On the other hand, Mr. Brown, in his pamphlet, Where is 8t. Cuthbert buried ?
brings forward many arguments in favour of the a priori probability that the real
body would be hidden away, supporting this view from Eaine's account of the
search in 1827. He also points out how easy it would have been to make up an
imitation of the real body by swathing a skeleton and clothing it in St. Cuthbert's
or other vestments, with a view to a pious fraud having for its object the preservation of the venerable body of St. Cuthbert from any further profanation. There
was no doubt ample time for anything of this sort to be done between the destruction of the shrine in 1537 and the burial of a body in 1542.
NOTES ON THE BONES.0
ST. CITTHBERT.

The bones of the skeleton supposed to be that of St. Cuthbert were uniformly
of a deep brownish tint, and, being quite different in appearance, texture, and
b
" See Notes and Queries, xi. 225, 304.
St. Cuthbert, 344.
c
Chiefly from Dr. Selby Plummer's notes in the Northumberland and Durham Medical Journal,
July, 1899, 231-245.
D2

20

On an Examination of the Grave of St. Guthbert

formation from those of other relics found in the vault, left, by their similarities
as well as by their position in the grave, no doubt that they belonged to the same
skeleton. They were those of a man of considerable muscularity, as was evidenced
by the strongly marked muscular ridges. They were in many places covered with
a membraneous layer, particles of which, being burnt, gave off a marked animal
odour. This odour was also observed in the case of a particle taken from a piece
of dry, greyish material, which fell through the foramen magnum during the
examination of the skull. It was oval in shape, concavo-convex, and in area equal
to a crown piece." The sutures of the skull were completely ossified. The partially worn, though otherwise perfect, condition of the teeth, the condition of the
lower jaw, the partial ossification of the larynx, the comparative thinness and
lightness of the scapulas, warrant us in assigning the age of their owner as of
about fifty-five years of age. Calculating from the length of the humerus and
the skeleton when laid out, the stature during life would be about 5 feet 8 or
9 inches.
The following remarks on such of the bones as present any special features
are from notes made at the time :
Sternum.—On the right side the sterno-clavicular joint is ankvlosed, and
about f inch of the right clavicle remains adherent. The superior border of both
sternum and adjacent clavicle on the right side shows very distinct traces of
erosion and necrosis, and many perforations, due to some ulcerative process. This
eroded surface is two inches in length, extends into the inter-clavicular notch, and
covers the entire surface of the superior borders. Both before and behind, at the
edges of this eroded surface, is marked thickening, due to new bony growth.
On the right lower border, and about the situation of the sterno-clavicular
joint, and immediately below the eroded upper border, is an almost circular perforation, half an inch in diameter, with rough edges. There was no sequestrum
within the cavity.
The Axis and Atlas show what is apparently much Kgamentous material still
adherent, and in many places they appear covered with a membraneous substance
(? periosteum) as were, more or less, all the cervical vertebras. All the vertebral
column is present save two of the middle dorsal vertebras. The fourth and fifth
cervical vertebras are ossified together, the anterior surface of the fourth cervical
vertebra being flattened in a postero-anterior direction. Depth of anterior surface, half an inch. The posterior surface of the body of this vertebra is not
a

I should say that it was rather brown than " greyish." I believed it to be the dried-up
remnant of some part of the brain. J. T. F.
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affected, nor is the spinal canal encroached upon. The spinous process is
markedly bifurcated.
A bony skeleton of the partly ossified thyroid cartilage remains in a very
perfect state.
Bibs.—All, especially the two first ribs, showed membraneous remains
adhering to them.
Scapulas.—Both present. The muscular ridges strongly marked; intervening
bone thin. Both bones were light in weight.
Bones of Extremities.—Length of right humerus, 14^".
The sacrum articulated with the ossa innominata, which were those of a male
with strongly marked muscular ridges, and were much covered with the membrane
noted on other bones.
Length of left femur, 17|f".
The head of the right tibia showed a large softened area towards the outer
side, and a cavity in the head of the bone; but there was no evidence to indicate
that this was not a post-mortem change.
The Skull.—It is the skull in which the greatest interest centres (Plate II.
figs. 1 and 2). It is one of a mixed type, with no strongly-marked racial
characters. Inclining to the dolichocephalic type, it is a well-balanced head, and
the face in life probably showed great " character," the nose being a prominent
feature. It is in a very perfect state of preservation. On many parts of the
skull, notably the sockets of eyes, roof of mouth, malar bones, etc., adheres the
same membraneous structure. Some portions of a silken texture were attached
to the back of the skull, which was also a good deal whitened on the top by a limy
deposit. The socket of the right eye was loosely filled with a plug, showing traces
of a laminated structure, and with some deposit of whitish saline matter on its
outer surface. The plug was not chalk or anything of that nature. So much
did this plug resemble a shrivelled eyeball, that Canon Fowler strongly inclined
to the opinion that it was so." I was unable, however, to quite agree with this.
The supra orbital notches are very well marked, the left one being converted
into a foramen by a bridge of bone.
a

I believed that I could distinguish, not only the exsiccated muscles diverging from a point at
the back, but the circular form of the iris, and the rows of the roots of the eyelashes. And,
speaking for myself, I have no doubt that the " p l u g " was a shrivelled eyeball, including the lids,
which had sunk deep into the orbit. The impressions of the Rev. W. Brown coincide with mine.
Whatever it was, it was observed on March 2nd, but was not examined until it fell out some days
later while the skull was being handled. The other eyeball must have been lost at some earlier
period. The " whitish composition" mentioned by Raine (St. Outhhert, 214) must have been some
time put in on the top of the true eyeballs. J. T. F.

22

On an Examination of the Grave of St. Guthbert

The superciliary ridges are prominent, but not markedly so.
The nasal bones project at rather a sharp angle.
The mental protuberance of low jaw is very marked, but not to the extent
indicated in Raine's drawing," in which also the slightly low retreating forehead is
much exaggerated. Indeed, it is not too strong an expression to describe the
drawing published by him as a caricature of the actual skull.
Most of the incisor teeth have disappeared from the skull, and have evidently
become detached after death. The remaining teeth show considerable wear, but
are, one and all, in an excellent state of preservation, with no trace of decay.
There are in
Lower Jaw : Four molars, two on either side, one right second incisor and
right canine;
Upper Jaw : Four molars, two on either side, two left bicuspids and left
canine, one right second bicuspid;
thirteen in all, or one less than noted by Raine. There were no signs of the
wisdom teeth ever having erupted.
From the appearance of the jaws the upper teeth projected anteriorily more
than usual.
It should be noted that the discrepancies between this account and Raine's
are due mainly to the hurried circumstances of his examination, which precluded
careful notes, though it is certain that both accounts apply to the same skeleton.
MEASUREMENTS OF ST. CTTTHBERT'S SKULL.

Diameters.
(a) Nasal eminence to occipital protuberance, 7 ^ " .
(b) Occipital protuberance to vertex, 6 ^ " .
(c) Vertex to margin of foramen magnum, 5y§".
Linea.r Measurements.
(d)
(e)
(/)
(g)
(h)

Nasal eminence to mental process, 5".
Occipital protuberance to mental process, 8y§-".
Nasal eminence to occipital protuberance over vertex, 1 2 ^ " .
Coronal suture at vertex to insertion of upper central incisor, 8yf''.
Between external margins of orbits, across their centres, 3y§".
• Raine, St. Guthbert, 214.

VOL. LVII. PL. II.
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Published by the Society of Antiquaries of London, igoo.
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It is worthy of note that every recorded illness of St. Cuthbert is connected
with a swelling, and that all his troubles were in the region of joints, viz. the
acrid tumour of the knee, the " bubo " in the groin, the callosity at the junction
of foot and leg, and lastly the ulcer of the foot. This is I think almost diagnostic
of tubercular mischief, or shall we say of a strumous diathesis. St. Cuthbert's
stature is described as " neither very tall nor very short." a The height indicated
by the bones of this skeleton (5 feet 8 or 9 inches) answers to this description.
His age at death was about fifty, and there can be no question that the skeleton
is that of a man of about Cuthbert's acknowledged age.
It is quite possible that the remains existed for a long time in a mummified
condition, and the adherence of a membraneous covering or layer still discernible
on the bones is strong evidence of such a fact. The interment within a stone
coffin in the sandy soil of Lindisfarne may be a sufficient cause of mummification.1*
Passing to the consideration of the evidences of disease exhibited by the
bones of the present skeleton. In the first place, I attach no importance to the
condition of the head of the right tibia as a proof of the lameness resulting from
the " acrid tumour " of the knee. In my opinion those changes were post mortem,
and due to the natural decay of the bone. It is also true that no indications of
the ulcer of the foot or of the glandular mischief in the groin were discovered.
There only remains, then, the condition of the right clavicle and sternum and the
ossification and disease of the fourth and fifth cervical vertebras. But though we
have no direct evidence that St. Cuthbert during life suffered from any trouble
in these regions, with regard to the disease of the vertebras, this was of such a
character that there need not have been any outward manifestation during life.
It is difficult, however, to believe that the extensive disease of the sternum and
clavicle should not have given visible evidence during life. Be that as it may, and
a

The description here referred to is from Reginald's account of the body as it lay dead in
1104, and we must not attach too much importance to it. It occurs in the Libellus de admirandis
Beati Cuthberti Virtutibus (Surtees Society 1), cap. xli.
b
There are countless instances of bodies being preserved in an exsiccated condition for long
periods. And the cere-cloths in which the body of St. Cuthbert was swathed would keep it in
shape when the limbs and body were found to be flexible in 1104 (Reginald, cap. xlii., Historica
Narratio in Ada 88. Boll, xx Martii), and again at the opening of the coffin in 1537, when " Docter
Ley did speke Latten to TDocter Henley, that he was lieing holl " (Bites, ch. li. p. 86). Raine found
small portions of the cere-cloth in 1827 (St. Cuthbert, 197), but we found none in 1899. Among
examples of bodies " found whole " may be mentioned those of our Kings Edward I. and Charles I.;
of Thomas Gray, Marquis of Dorset; of Bishop Lyndwode, the canonist; of Braybroke, Bishop of
London; of Thirlby, Bishop of Ely; besides the bodies of Capuchin monks now exhibited in Rome,
and other bodies at Palermo, Bordeaux, and Dublin. J. T. F.
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allowing for the fact that such a sinus as must have resulted would hardly, if
known, have been forgotten by so painstaking an historian as Beda, with his
faithful record of other " swellings," it should not be forgotten that there need
not have been more external sign than a small sinus, and that the skin over the
clavicle quickly ulcerating through, there would be no prolonged accumulation of
pus to attract attention. Again, it is possible the disease continued during St.
Outhbert's anchorite life; and, moreover, it was in such a position which would
not entail lameness or temporary loss of the use of any limb, as in the case of his
knee. Not only that, he could easily attend to it himself without assistance,
and he would doubtless, from its very situation, be keenly anxious to hide the
sore from the knowledge of others. But though the signs of disease found on the
bones does not demonstrate any known lesion existing in life, there is a very great
difficulty in believing that, if a " made up " skeleton were substituted for the
genuine St. Outhbert at or after the visit of the Commissioners in 1537, one
should be chosen from the Cathedral graveyard (as is alleged by the Benedictines)
which would agree so closely with the particulars we know relating to St. Cuthbert.
It is to the last degree improbable that such a skeleton should correspond in
(1.) The type of skull.—The later inhabitants of the monastery after the
establishment of the Benedictine rule inclining to the round-headed
or brachycephalic type; whereas the skull under examination inclined,
as would St. Cuthbert's, to the dolicho-cephalic.
(2.) The height.
(3.) The age.
(4.) And, most important of all, giving indubitable evidence of a similar
disease from which we have reason to believe that St. Cuthbert
suffered.
"Without, therefore, expressing a definite opinion that the remains examined
were those of the veritable St. Cuthbert, I venture to think that the medico-legal
evidence is corroborative of the genuineness of the relics and condemnatory of any
substitution. I now pass on to the consideration of the remains of the skull of
King Oswald, about which there can be little doubt, and which was found lying
with " St. Cuthbert's " remains. This fact also tells against any substitution.
ST. OSWALD.

Four fragments of a very large calvarium were identified as belonging to one
skull. The largest (Plate II. fig. 3) consisted of the posterior portion of the
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frontal bone from about half an inch in front of the coronal suture, together with
the adjacent portions of the right and left parietal bones. It completed a transverse section of the skull from the squamous suture on each side. This fragment
exhibited a large cut half an inch in front of coronal suture, which, beginning on
the left side, extended for about 3-| inch on to a much smaller fragment
(Plate II. fig. 5, B) of the left parietal bone for about one inch. The cut was in
a downward and forward direction, and indicated a blow from a heavy, sharp
weapon, having been struck by some one on the left side of the victim. On
the extreme right of this cut, and at its termination, the inner table of the skull
is fractured off to the extent of 1J inch by f inch. With this exception, the cut
is perfectly clean through outer and inner tables of the skull, with sharp edges,
until the left extremity is reached, when the bone becomes again jagged, as
though fractured off by the leverage of the weapon and the blow after it had
penetrated to a certain depth. In all probability the anterior part of the skull
was shorn off by the blow.
An oblong fragment of the right parietal bone (Plate II. fig. 4, D) shows on
its posterior border a second clean cut wound (01, C1), but evidently given from the
right side, and in a much more vertical direction. It may have been given after
the king fell from the effect of the first described and larger wound. Below, and
on the same portion of right parietal bone, was a smaller cut (C3), which does not,
however, penetrate beyond the inner table of the skull, and which is just covered
by the end of a thumb.
A large portion of the right temporal bone, to which adjoins a part of the
occipital bone (Plate II. fig. 4, E), exactly fitted to the fragment of adjacent
parietal bone described above.
A lower jaw, complete with some teeth attached, the condyle of which
seemed to articulate satisfactorily with the right glenoid fossa, was also found
amongst the bones, together with a much mutilated upper jaw. Though these
bones presented some similar characteristics with the previous four fragments,
there was not sufficient evidence to certainly identify them as belonging to the
same calvarium. I incline, however, to the opinion that they did so.
Besides the assumed skeleton of St. Cuthbert and the head of St. Oswald,
there were found in the grave a large quantity of other bones, perfect and fragmentary, numbering in all about 180. These comprised bones of adults and children,
and also a few fragments of birds' bones. In the Liber de Beliquiis, 1383,
belonging to the Monastery, there is still extant a list of the sacred relics.
Amongst the items mentioned are such as: rib of St. Maurice; breast-bone of St.
Grraciana; heads of St. Aidan, St. Boisil, etc.; arm-bone of St. Giles; bones
VOL. LVII.
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of the Holy Innocents; teeth of various saints; griffins' claws and eggs,
•etc., etc."
EXPLANATION OF PLATE.
ST. CUTHBERT'S SKULL.

Fig. 1.—Lateral view.
Fig. 2.—Full face.
ST. OSWALD'S SKULL.

Fig. 3.—The main fragment. The anterior edge on left plate shows the clean
cut mentioned in text. From a photograph.
Fig. 4.—A, main fragment. Letter 0 should have been engraved to
correspond with same letter on Fig. 5. Jagged lower portion of wound is again
seen. D, third existing portion. C1, C1 shows a second clean cut wound. C3 is
the smaller thumb-shaped wound. E, fourth existing fragment.
Fig. 5.—Showing view of left side. Shaded portion indicating existing
fragments; A, main fragment; B, small fragment; 0, line of wound a clean cut
till just beyond letter B on small fragment where the jagged or broken edge of
wound is seen.
LIST OF MISCELLANEOUS BONES.b
A large right femur, with three knife cuts on the articular surface at the hip
joint, and two portions sliced off the great trochanter.c
Another right femur, smaller, perfect.
A left femur, smaller, perfect.
Two central portions of smaller femurs.
Lower and central portion of another.
Small femur, wanting parts of the great trochanter and head.
Three pieces of small femurs.
Seven large left tibias, one of them showing a well-set and united fracture in
the middle of the shaft, another (central portion only) showing indications of wella

See Durham Account Bolls (Surtees Society 100), 425-440.
For this list I am responsible. J. T. F.
c
Probably the result of some rough and unskilful separating of the limb from the body after
-death ; for the dismembering of St. Oswald's body see Bseda, Hist. TSccl. III. xii.
b
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united fracture, one much thinner than the rest, another also thin and light, its
upper third wanting; a fragment of a tibia.
One small patella.
One large and perfect left fibula, the lower end of a left and the same of a
right fibula, three central portions of smaller fibulas.
One left os innominatum, the iliac portion mostly wanting, a right one, some
portions wanting, a portion of a right and a portion of a left.
A large left humerus, a somewhat smaller left, a pretty large right, a smaller
right, and the lower end of a small left.
Pour left radii, of various sizes, four right, three of these with portions
missing.
One right ulna, perfect, a small right and a larger right with the lower ends
gone, two left with lower ends gone, and one with lower half gone."
Three right clavicles of different sizes, three central portions, and the scapular
end of a large left.
The manubrium and body of one rather small sternum.b
A portion of an upper jaw with one molar tooth in it.
Three lower jaws of different sizes, all retaining some molar teeth, none
very old.
About twenty ribs, in a more or less perfect state.0
Portions of three scapulas.
Vertebras as follows: Atlas and axis, one; atlas alone, one; cervical, five;,
dorsal, eleven, and some broken portions; lumbar, seven; sacrum, nine fragments.
Bones of feet: Os calcis, seven, three right and four left, of various sizes;,
astragalus, three right and four left, of various sizes ; scaphoid, two right and one
left; cuboid, two; cuneiform, three; metatarsal, eight; phalangeal, five.
Bones of hands: Scaphoid, one; metacarpal, five; phalangeal, three;
doubtful, two.a
Calvaria, considerable portions of those of two or three children.
Fragments of radii, ulnas, and fibulas, the petrous portion of a temporal bone,,
many fragments not identified.
a

Arm-bones of St. Lucy and St. Giles are mentioned in the Liber de Beliquiis, the record
referred to in subsequent notes.
b
There was a relic " de pectore Sanctre Graciance inter mamillas."
c
There were ribs of St. Oswald, St. Laurence, St. Margaret, St. Remigius, St. Maurice, and
St. Edward the king.
A
There were finger-bones of St. Stephen, St. Firmin, St. Maurice, St. Andrew, and St.
Jerome.
B 2
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A humerus, imperfect long bone, and two fragments of small quadrupeds' or
birds' bones.a
A great many bones are mentioned in the Liber de Beliquiis without being
particularised, but those would hardly account for the great number found and
here recorded. Some may have been acquired after 1383, but it seems not
unlikely that a good many unauthenticated bones would be in the charge of the
feretrar, and be put into the grave in 1542. The calvaria of one of the eleven
thousand virgins, of St. Ceolwulph, and of St. Boisil might have been expected,"
but were not found. Also, a great number of teeth of different saints, but one
only was found apart from jaw bones, a small molar, and that not in the grave.0
The various imperishable articles mentioned in the list, such as super-altars,
a jewel like a blood-iron,a griffins' clawse and eggs/ etc., had probably been
carried off as valuables or curiosities, for none of them was found.

MEASUREMENTS.
The original wooden coffin was 6 feet 8 inches long, 17 inches wide at the
head, 16 inches at the foot, and 17^ inches deep from the upper lid to the bottom,
from the lower lid about 11-J inches.
The grave is, at the opening, 7 feet 2-J inches long by 2 feet 5 inches across;
below the chamfer, 7 feet 9 inches by 2 feet 11^ inches; depth, 4 feet from under
side of lower cover.
The lower cover, inscribed HtcartlUS fjCStoell tttOttaci)US, 7 feet 4 inches
by 3 feet 3 inches; at the west end 3 feet 3 inches across, at the east 3 feet
1^ inches ; thickness, 4^ inches.
The upper slab, of blue marble, 9 feet by 4 feet 4 inches; thickness,
6ij inches.
The course of Purbeck marble that has belonged to the shrine, outside,
10 feet by 6 feet 3 inches; inside, 7 feet 6 inches by 3 feet 9 inches; thickness,
5 inches.
a

These, the children's calvaria, and perhaps some of the other small bones, may have been
imagined to be bones of the Holy Innocents.
b
Liber de Reliquiis, 433.
c
See above, p. 13.
a
Durham Account Bolls, 451.
e
Possibly the fossil shells of GryjpJieea incurva, otherwise known as " Miller's thumbs " or
" Devil's toe-nails."
f
Perhaps ostrich's or other foreign birds' eggs, or even coco nuts.

