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a temperance'movement, which exercised a widely spread influence for
the better; and, in the latter half of i85o, an increaseof the population
commenced,- and continued year by year untIl I870. The proportion of
males to females was influenced by the abuse of alcohol. 'Formerly,
the census always showed for the whole of Lapland a great excess of
females over males; and this condition prevailed generally throughout
the kingdom. In I870, the census showed that the number of male
Lapps had -greatly increased, there being i,ooo, to I,039 females;
while the numbers 'in the whole kingdom were i,ooo males to I,067
females.' In the several parts of the province of Norrland, there was an
absolute excess of males over females.
The conclusions which the author considers himself justified in drawing from the statistics collected by him are the following. About the
year I855, a comprehensive measure of reform produced a considerable
reduction in the number of cases of disease and death due to the abuse
of alcohol; but this reduction was for the first time distinctly evident
in the first half of the decennial period commencing with I86o. In
the later years of that decennial period, there was a very distinct improvement, which reached its height in I868, when the abuse of
alcohol and its evil consequences were less than at any other time
during the whole period of seventeen years. From 1872, :drunkenness
again increased, and during 1874 and 1875 was greater than at any
previous time since 1855. Again, in 1876, signs of diminution in
the use of alcohol began to show themselves; and finally, in 1877,
improvement had set in anew. These fluctuations, he says, must
obviously have their source in varying economical conditions.

MEDICAL REFORMI.

A TRANSPARENT effort has been made by a writer, who adopts the
signature of " A Registered Medical Practitioner", to lead the readers
of the Times to suppose that the Medical Reform Bill, promoted by
the professional conference recently held, representing the leading medical associations of Great Britain, is, in fact, a trades-union effort to
obtain special advantages for the profession, and to cut dowvn university
privileges. This' effort will deceive no one who is at all behind the
scenes, and will certainly excite considerable professional indignation.
It may be taken for granted that the writer is not what he pretends to
be, and does not belong to the class of which he assumes the title. It
is, indeed, perfectly plain that he is an official defender of the status
quo; a determined opponent of direct representation; an apologist of
the Coun'cil, who adopts the Old Bailey tactics of throwing dirt at his
opponent, while endeavouring to throw dust in the eyes of the public.
Everyone knows that the British Medical Association has no other object
than the public good, and the advancement of professional education and
the elevation of professional standing in their action in this matter. To
attempt to represent the Bill as a piece of trades-unionism is an unworthy
effort to displace the discussion. If the whole of the clausc to which he
refers were struck out, the Bill would have little less interest to the world
at large than it has now. It is true, the public would be left the unprotected subject of the birds of prey who fasten on the miseries of the
poor, and, by every kind of misrepresentation, terrorism, and quackish
device, rob the victims, whom they not only deprive of their poor
pence, but often also of their peace of mind, as well as of their health
of body. These are the clients for whom the gentleman who describes
himself as "A Registered Medical Practitioner" has suddenly conceived such strong affection, and on behalf of whom he appeals to the
public to stop the measure which Mr. Hardcastle has introduced. That
he can have any real sympathy with' them is hardly possible; but the
purpose for which he employs their supposed hardships under the Bill is
as ignoble as the public defence of their interests which he undertakes.
This is, however, a side issue; and it is certain that'those who really
understand the question will not be diverted from it by any such
plausible and ingenious, but worthless, devices. It is lamentable to
see the Times put itself in the hands of a small obstructive party, which
aims at no less than reversing the decision at which the Select Committee of the House of Commons was obviously on the verge of arriving,
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and at postponing that which it will certainly be unable to avert-the
reform of the General Medical Council, and the representation of the
profession within its ranks. Whether a Royal Commission be or be
not appointed, or whether the work of the Select Committee be continued, until a result can be obtained, this last device of hanging up
reform, and of postponing the necessary changes in the organisation of
the Medical Council, will not be ultimately successful. The profession
at large are united, and are determined on the question; and a small
knot of medical officials who persuade themselves that they can effectually bend the will of the profession to their own, or thwart it by
political intriguing, are attempting a task which is utterly hopeless, and
which will end in discomfiture. Meanwhile, they should at least lhave
enough respect for their profession and for themselves to abstain from
imputing low motives to the representatives of the great body of their
professional brethren; and should, above all things, abstain from
falsely representing to the outside world that the objects, either of the
British Medical Association, or of the Irish Medical Association, or of
the profession at large, in desiring this reform, are selfish, petty, and
unworthy motives. The resort to such tactics is an evidence of a certain degree of peevish irritation which often characterises the sentiments
of a small cliquie, who feel that they are defending a losing cause; but
a return to a higher and more generous sentiment of what is due to
themselves and to their profession will, we hope, prevent a recurrence
of these utterly groundless and entirely false accusations.
M. JULES F ERRY has taken the wise and kind initiative of creating
a library for patients in every hospital in Paris. It is intended that
the system shall be extended to the whole of France.

DURING the past seven weeks of the current quarter, the death-rate
in the metropolis has averaged only 24.9 per I,ooo, againSt 26.4
and 3I.5 in the corresponding seven weeks of 1879 and z88o.
IN consequence of the annual meeting of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society being held on Tuesday next, the meeting of
the Pathological Society of London will take place on Thursday,
March 3rd.
THE Marquis of Huntly has introduced into the House of Lords a
Bill for the compulsory condensation of hydrochloric and other acid gases
in alkali works, the condensation of acid gases in sulphuric acid works,
and the prevention of the discharge of certain gases in salt factories.
THE new journal, Land, announces that Mr. Staveley Hill, M.P.,. is
drafting a Bill to provide for the compulsory sanitary inspection of
house property. The Bill will apply to houses in course of erection
equally with those already built or occupied.

THE next meeting of the Epidemiological Society will be held at
University College, Gower Street, on Wednesday, March 2nd, when a
paper will be read, " On the Influence of Fairs, Floods, Famines, and
Seasons on the Development and Diffusion of Cholera in India", by
Surgeon-General John Murray, M.D.

AT the suggestion of the President of the Zoological Society, Professor Flower, F.R.S., the Council of the Society unanimously resolved, " That free admission to the gardens at such times as they are
open to the public (including Sundays) be granted to the members of
the International Medical Congress during the sitting of the Congress
in August next, upon presentation of their member's ticket at the gates."
THE Director of the Bureau of Statistics at Vienna has made some
interesting researches concerning the comparative longevity of women
and men in Europe. He finds that out of I02,83I individuals who
have passed the age of ninety years, 6o, 303 are women, and only 42,528
are men. In Italy, 24! alleged centenarian women are found for 14I
men of that age.
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UPWARDS of four hundred names are entered for the preliminary or
arts examinations for the diploma of Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, to be conducted, as usual, by the College of Pre.
-ceptors at Burlington House, on the ISt, 2nd, and 3rd of the ensuing
month. Candidates passing this examination will not be required to
undergo any additional examination for the Fellowship of the College.
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Gilbart Smith, and Mr. Rendle. In consequence of the time allowed
to the meeting having expired, the consideration of other resolutions,
relating principally to the nursing arrangements in hospitals, was postponed to a future meeting; and, on the proposal of Mr. Holmes,
seconded by Dr. Heywood Smith, a committee was appointed to
collect information on the subject before the next meeting. The committee, as nominated, consists of the President apd Secretaries of the
Branch, Mr. John Wood, Dr. Bristowe, Mr. Macnamara, Mr. Holmes,
Dr. Mouat, Dr. Gilbart Smith, Dr. Heywood Smith, and Mr. H. C.
Burdett. A more complete report of the proceedings will be given in

WiE are glad to learn that Professor Wharton Jones has now completely recovered from the severe illness under which he has been for
some weeks labouring, and which was, at one time, so serious as to give
grounds for the gravest alarm. Professor Jones has filled the Chair of a future number of the JOURNAL.
Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery in University College for over thirty
ORGANISATION OF NURSING.
years..
IN the last sitting, the Managing Council of the Paris hospitals adopted,
ON Saturday last, a visit was paid to the Hunterian Museum of the with one dissentient voice, the principle of adopting lay nurses -in the
Royal College of Surgeons by members of the Eas End University hospitals, and, at the same time, a project for organising schools for
Extension Classes. The visitors were of both sexes, and were conducted male and female nurses. This project comprises two programmes, one
round the museum "by Mr. Pye, teacher of physiology, of whose class for primary instruction, and the other for secondary or normal instructhe -persons present were chiefly members; and Mr. W. H. Flower, tion. In the first, primary teaching is given by a teacher, and proF.R.S., the Hunterian Curator, who most kindly and lucidly demon- fessional instruction by a special professor. These primary schools will
strated various points in anatomy and physiology, illustrated by speci- be established in twelve or thirteen hospitals, and under the superinmens in the museum. The class, which was composed of working men tendence of the Director. At the end of each scholastic year, certifiand women, was intensely interested in their visit, and expressed their cates of proficiency will be given to the best students, permitting them
desire that the privilege might be renewed; which will, no doubt, at a to present themselves at a competitive examination, which will admit
to the normal schools. The latter, of which there will be three or four,
future period, be complied with.
will give various elementary instruction on anatomy, physiology, dressOVARIOTOMY.
ings, hygiene, care of lying-in women, and some notions about practice
AT the meeting of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, on and their administration. There will be six professors under the direcTuesday evening, Mr. Spencer Wells presented a tabulated report of tion of the administration. Their object will be to form a service
the last two hundred of his thousand cases of ovariotomy. In propos- capable of fulfilling with intelligence the duties of nurses, both male
ing the usual vote of thanks to the author of the paper, the President, and female, and of matrons of the wards, who are, in fact, the most
Mr. Erichsen, said not only the thanks of the society, but those of the useful accessories of the medical profession.
profession and of the public at large, were due to Mr. Wells. It had
THE SMALL-POX EPIDEMIC.
not fallen to the lot of any other surgeon to record a thousand cases of
an operation of such magnitude; and nothing could more redound to AT a meeting of the Hackney Guardians this week, a discussion took
the credit, not only of Mr. Wells, but of the science and art of sur- place on a letter from the Metropolitan Asylums Board, in which it was
gery, than the great results which he had achieved. He remembered indicated that, should the small-pox increase so as to exceed the prethe obloquy with which ovariotomy was regarded thirty or forty years sent accommodation in the hospitals under their management, unless
ago; and felt gratified at having seen the operation not only survive the decision of the Hampstead case should be given in their favour,
that obloquy, 'out become one of the most successful of all the great local sanitary authorities would have to consider the question of locally
providing for the cases which might hereafter arise in their respective
operations of surgery.
jurisdictions. The Asylums Board was severely criticised for thus
THE RUGBY HOSPITAL.
endeavouring to throw the responsibility which it was specially created
AT a meeting held on Thursday last, the Council of the Birmingham to meet upon local bodies; and it was maintained that the Asylums
and Midland Counties Branch passed the following resolution respect- Board, from
of previous epidemics, ought to have been
ing the dispute between Dr. Clement Dukes and his colleagues in the better preparedexperience
the
for
one. It was considered that sufficient
present
Rugby lIospital, to which reference was made at page 241 of the accommodation existed in Hackney to meet the present emergency.
JOURNAL for February z:th. " That Dr. Dukes acted in conformity
with the laws of the Rugby Hospital; but that a law practically per.
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
mitting patients to change their doctors in the hospital is opposed to THE annual general meeting of this Society, for the election of officers
that professional harmony which is essential to the good working of and other members of the Council for the ensuing year, and to receive
any medical charity."
the auditors' report and the report of the Council, will be held at j3,
THE MANAGEMENT OF HOSPITALS.
Berners Street, on Tuesday, March Ist, at 8 P.M. The following is
A MEETING of the Metropolitan Counties Branch was held on Wednes- the list of Officers and Council nominated for I881-1882. President:
day evening, at the rooms of the Medical Society of London, for the *A. W. Barclay, M.D. Vice-Presidents: A. B. Garrod, M.D.,
purpose of discussing the management of hospitals. The chair was F.R.S.; *S. 0. Habershon, M.D.; *T. Spencer Wells; *T. Holmes.
occupied by Dr. Habershon, President of the Branch, who made some Treasurers: *C. B. Radcliffe, M,D.; J. Cooper Forster. Secretaries:
introductory remarks; after which Mr. Timothy Holmes read a paper R. E. Thompson, M.D.; *M. Berkeley Hill. Librarianis: *E. H.
on the subject, and proposed the following resolution.
Sieveking, M.D.; J. W. Hulke, F.R.S. Other Members of Caotncil:
" That this meeting regards it as -essential for -the proper manage- *J. Andrew, M.D.; *W. Cholmeley, M.D.; C. Hilton Fagge, M.D.;
ment of any hospital, that the medical staff should be efficiently repre- *S. Ringer, M.D.; *R. Southey, M.D.; F. J. Gant; *J. Langton;
sented in the government of the hospital."
Francis Mason; J. Morgan; A. WVillett. Those gentlemen to whose
Th-is was seconded by Mr. John Wood; and, after some interesting name an asterisk is prefixed were not on the Council, or did not fill
remarks by Mr. H. C. Burdett, who was present as a visitor, was the same office, last year.
carried. Mr. Wood then proposed, and Mr. Sibley seconded:THE SALE OF VERMIN-POISON.
"'4 That, in the arrangement of hospitals, the necessary arrangements
as regards treatment should be under the control of the medical staff." A MR. J. CoOPER, of Winchester, a retailer of patent medicines, has
This w: s also carried, after some remarks from Dr. R. Barnes, Dr. been summoned by the Chemists' and Druggists' Trade Association, Bir-
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for selling vermin-poison without either having his name on
the cover, or entering the sale of the same in a book, in contravention of
the Pharmacy Act. Mr. Templeman, assistant secretary to the Association, went to the defendant's shop and purchased a packet of Batty's
vermin-killer, which he found contained a quantity of strychnine. It
was contended for the defendant that the fact of the strychnine being
mixed with other ingredients put the case for the prosecution out of
court, as it only referred to poison pure and simple. His client had a
licence to sell patent medicines, and when he received the goods from
London he found the vermin-killer amongst them, and sold it in ignorance of the law. The Bench fined defendant Lx and LI 8s. costs.
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have proctorial authority over members of the University in his charter
of inspector. A special statute will also be pToposed authonrsiog the
present delegates of lodging-houses to spend whatever sum they may
think necessary on a general inspection of lodging-houses during the
present year.
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT.

THE Select Committee appointed to inquire into the CQntagious
Diseases Act, 1866-1869, their administration, operation, and effect,
consists ofMr. Mlassey, Mr. Stansfeld, Mr. Cavendish Bentincl, Colonel
Alexander, Viscount Crichton, Mr. Burt, Mr. O'Shaugnessy, Mr.
Osborne Morgan, Mr. Cobbold, General Burnaby, Sir Henry Wolff,
Mr. Ernest Noel, Colonel Digby, Mr. William Fowler, and Mr.
VACCINATION IN JERSEY.
Hlopwood. They are instructed that they have power to receive
TIIE Jersey Mcdical Society have written a letter to the States, calling evidence which may be tendered concerning similar systems in Bnrtish
their attention to the unsatisfactory state of the i)resent law regarding
colonies or in other countries, and to report whether the said Contgous
vaccination in tlhe island. It seems that the permissive law passed by Diseases Acts should be
maintained, amended, or repealed. The comr
the States in February 1878, at the time they appointed public vaccinmittee met on Wednesday last, to choose a chairman, etc., and will
ators, has been found from experience to be totally useless and barren of probably begin to take further evidence on Wednesday next.
result. Very few cases of vaccination amongst -the poor have taken
place of late; and, should an outbreak of small-pox occur, the medical
OLD CLOTHES.
men in the island are of opinion that serious resultsareto beapprehended.
THE guardians of the Holborn Union have distributed useful notices
They advise that, if compulsory vaccination in an extended form does in all the localities Nithin the union, pointing to the fact that small-pox
not find favour amongst the majority of the members of the States, at and scarlet fever were very prevalent in the district, and warning perleast they should attempt to enforce it on the children who attend the sons from purchasing rags or old clothing in the
streets, as it had come
parochial and public schools. This is a sensible and practical sugges- to their notice that these had, in many cases, been the medium of
in
with
ascertained ficts.
tion, accordance
carrying infection. Vendors of such articles are warned, more especially in the neighbourhood of Leather Lane, where what are called
PARLIAMENTARY PROSPECTS OF VACCINATION.
"Dutch auctions" are frequent, that the sale of rags, underclothing,
MR. P. A. TAYLOR has written to one of his constituents in Leicester etc., which are not
proved to have been disinfected, is illegal, and that
to say that, in his opinion, the case of antivaccinators is so strong,
such persons will not be permitted to hawk them about the thorough.
that he believes the compulsory clauses of the Act will die this session.
fares or from house to house.
It is a subject on which, happily, Mr. Taylor's opinion does not go
for much in any deliberative assembly. It is sincerely to be hoped
A CENSUS OF TILE MtEDICAL PROFESSION IN GREAT BRITAIN.
that a small-pox epidemic may not occur during the session at Leicester, FRo'm the latest official data now furnished by the Medical Register
to open the eyes of that misguided population, and to burden the up to date, it appears that the whole number of persons now on the
Aedical Register as legally qualified to practise for x88i is 22,936. Of
conscience of their amiable member with the fearful tale of death, suffering, and mutilation which small-pox causes among populations unpro- these, there are in England I5,9t8, in Scotland 3,454, in Ireland
tected by vaccination. It is stated that, at Leicester, the luckless infant 3,564; so that it appears that 69 per cent. of the whole number of
population are largely deprived of this protection, owing in great measure British practitioners are registered in England, Is per cent. in Scotto the false lights held aloft by their erratic representative in Parliament, land, and 15.6 per cent. in Ireland. These numbers have remained
whose annual jokes on this subject might make wise men weep.
pretty invariable since the Medical Register was first begun in 1858;
the average percentage throughout that time being 69.2 in England,
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
14.6 in Scotland, 16.2 in Ireland. A slight increase appears in the
TiiE general meeting for election of Officers and Council will be held number of practitioners during the last five years; the total number of
on Monday, Mlarch 7th. The following are nominated for office by medical practitioners for 1877 having been 22,713, while it is now
the Council. President: W. H. Broadbent, M.D.
Vice-Prtsidents: 22,936.
A. Wiltshire, M.D.; J. XV. Barnes, F.R.C.S.; R. Quain, NI.D.,
THE NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
F.R.S.; R. B. Carter, F.R.C.S. Tre4surer: F. Mlason, F.R.C.S.
Librarian: H. R. Bell, F.R.C.S. Secretaries in Ordinary: T. Gilbart THOUGH the Local Government Board still hold back from taking
powers for conferring upon such authorities as desire it the right to
Smith, Ml.D.; Edmund Owen, F.R.C.S. Secretaryfor Foreign7 Cor.
their distespodence: J. I. B. Berkart, M.D. Council: H. F. Baker, F.R.C.S.; require the notification of cases of infectious disease within
it
is
but
due
to
the
Board
tricts,
to
state
that
are
they
taking
opporP. Boulton, M.D.; J. C. Bucknill, Mi.D., F.R.S.; S. Coupland, M.D.;
from time to time, for insuring such notification in cases where
J. II. Craigie; A. E. Cumberbatch, F.R.C.S.; XV. H. Day, M1.D.; T.S. tunities,
they can do so without fresh legislation. Thus, in a series of model
Dowse, M.D.; Sir J. Fayrer, M.D., K.C.S.I.; F. J. Gant, F.R.C.S.;
C. Godson, M.D.; D. II. Goodsall, F.R.C. S.; A. P. Gould, F.R.C.S.; by-laws just issued, with regard to houses let in lodgings, we find thret
WV. R. Gowers, M.D.; F. de H. Hall, M.D.; M. Mlorris; Heywood by-laws dealing with the action which the landlord of a lodging-house
Smith, M.D.; W. F. Teevan, F.R.C.S.; J. C. Thorowgood, M.D.; is bound to take with regard to the outbreak of infectious disease in
the house, when Section 90 of the Public Health Act has been declared
C. T. Williams, M.D.
in force in the district. These by-laws require that the landlord of a
OXFORD LODGING HOUSES.
house let in lodgings, immediately after he has ascertained that $my
IN consequence of the unsatisfactory state of many of the lodging-houses person in the house is ill of an infectious disease, is to give written
in Oxfoi,, in respect of their sanitary arrangements, a proposal will be notice to the medical officer of health of the Sanitay Authority. I*
brought before Congregation on March Ist "to make better provision every case where a lodger has reasonable grounds for believing thabt an
for the supervision of lodging-houses". One of the delegates for licens- occupant of any room which bas been let to him is ill of an infectious
ing lodgings will be stipendiary, and it will be his duty to inspect every disease, he is forthwith to give written notice to the landlord and to the
dwelling-house proposed for this use, and to satisfy hibself of its sanitary medical officer of health, and verbal- or written notice to every other
fitness. He shall have the assistance of a sanitary inspector, and shall lodger in the house. In every case where an order of a justice has been
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obtained for the removal from a lodging-house to a hospital of a person
suffering from any dangerous infectious disorder, who is without proper
lodging or accommodation, or- lodged in a room occupied by more than
one family, the landlord and the: lodger to whom any room occupied
by the infected person has been let are, on being informed of the
justice's order, forthwith to take all requisite steps for securing the safe
and prompt removal of such person in.compliance with the order, and
are to adopt all such precautions as, in accordance with the instructions
which such landlord and such lodger, respectively, received from the
medical officer of health, may be most suitable for the circumstances of
the case.
SCARLATINA DUE TO INFECTED MILK AT BROMLEY.
ANOTHER of the now numerous outbreaks of scarlatina due to infected
milk has occurred at Bromley in Kent, where, in the course of a few
days, nineteen families have been invaded, and thirty-four persons
attacked by the disease. Dr. Baylis, the health-officer of the district,
who with his usual energy has inquired immediately into the circumstances, finds that all the infected families, except one, had their milk
from one milkman, who states that the families in question constituted
the larger half of his customers, and included the largest consumers.
Nearly all the sufferers are in a good social position, and belong to a
di'fferent class from those who are usually most affected by infectious
disease. 'Other circumstances conspire to make it very improbable
that there could be anything common to the households invaded except
their milk-supply. On investigation, it was found that a man employed
at the farm supplying the infected dairy with milk, was engaged there
while four of his family were suffering from scarlatina at home. iHe it
was that milked the cows, and attended generally upon them; and he
also it must have been who was the agent for the dissemination of the
poison in the milk. On the discovery of the facts, all possible precautionary measures were at once adopted, and the outbreak seems now to
be at an end.
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[Feb. 2z6, MI88.

from eating the flesh of a home-bred pig. With these facts before

our Government would certainly be acting unwisely to prohibit
the importation of American pork. The real remedy for the selling of
trichinous flesh would be the establishment of a rigid system of exami-nation at the place of slaughter, instead of a necessarily inadequate one
at the place of sale.

them,

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

PROFESSOR FLOWER, F.R.S., will commence his course of nine lec'tures on the Anatomy, Physiology, and Zoology of the Cetacea in the
Theatre of the College, on' Monday, the 28th instant. The anatomy
of the group selected for consideration on this occasion is of great interest, and particularly well illustrated in the Museum, as it is a subject
to which John Hunter devoted much attention, and upon which he
published a valuable memoir in the Philosophical Transactions for
I787, entitled, "Observations on the -Structure and CEconomy of
Whales". The following is the programme of Professor Flower's
course of Lectures.-General Characters of the Cetacea. Division
into two distinct groups-Mystacoceti or Whalebone Whales, and
Odontoceti or Tooth Whales. Anatomy of the Lesser Rorqual (Balcrnoptera rostrata) as a type of -the Mystacoceti. Other Whalebone
Whales. Rorquals (Balanoptera), Humpbacks (Megaptera), and
Right Whales (Balona). Anatomy of the Porpoise (Phloccsna comr
munis) as a type of the Odontoceti. Other Toothed Whales. Delphinida?. Dolphins. Beluga. Narwhal. Platanista, etc. Physeteridw.
Sperm Whale and its allies.' Extinct Cet'acea. Position of the Order
in the Animal Kingdom, and relation to other groups. The course will
conclude on Friday, March i8th.
BRITISH DENTAL ASSOCIATION.

AMERICAN PORK.

LOOKING at the matter from a practical point of view, it must be
confessed that our English Government have done quite rightly in
refusing to fo-llow the course just taken by the French Government
(as well as by the Governments of Russia, Italy, Austria, Spain, Portugal, and Greece) in prohibiting the importation of American pork.
The action of France is stated to have been adopted on the advice of
the Council of Hygiene, and to be based on the prevalence of trichinosis (by which,'no doubt, is meant the prevalence of trichinous disease
in the pork imported); on the hopelessness of inducing the 'poorer
classes to disinfect the pork by boiling; and on the impossibility of
microscopically examining at the ports consignments which, at Havre
alone, amount to thirty million kilogrammes per annum. From other
statistics, we learn that, last year, thirty-eight million kilogrammes of
salt pork were imported into France; thirty-four millions of which
came direct from America, and three millions indirectly by England or
Belgium. The absolute prohibition of the importation of this
enormous quantity of food must undoubtedly be followed by
very serious results; and, indeed, it is stated that the French
Government are endeavouring to devise a less stringent but sufficiently protective method. In this country, the stoppage of our
pork supplies from America would mean the annual loss of twenty
pounds of food per head of the population. Our annual importations
of pork, bacon, and ham exceed five million and a quarter hundredweights, or more than seven, times as much as those of France. A very
large proportion of this produce-estimated to be worth /9,500,000comes from America. As Mr. Mundella said on Tuesday, in reply to
Mr. Di-xon-H artland, to cut off such an enormous supply of animal food
would inflict great hardship on the poorer classes, and. it could not be
done except upon the most urgent necessity, and after the greatest deliberation. It seems to be certain that, if pork be well and sufficiently
zooked, no dange r of trichinosis need be feared4- There hias- only been1
one single outbreak of trichinosis recognised in this country, and thatt
I

THE Association has addressed a memorial to the several Colleges of
Surgeons, asking that the objects of the originators and subsequent
supporters of special dental education shall, now that dental education
is made compulsory, be fully carried out. The following phrase from a
memorial addressed to the College of Surgeons in I857, states the
objects referred to. "The memorialists do not suggest an educatioon
and an examination inferior to that required- of the medical practitioner;
but propose only a certain difference of kind, and not a difference of
degree-an education specially adapted to meet the requirements of the
dental surgeon, as distinguished from that fitted for the general surgeon." A copy of the memorial, and also a verbatim report of the
late (dental) meeting of'the General Medical Council, will be found in
the Dental Association Joutrnal for February.
THE SANITARY REQUIREMENTS OF CENIETERIES.
A MENIORANDUM has been drawn up by the Local Government Board,
enbodying the hygienic principles laid down by various English and
foreign authorities as requisite to be observed' in the establishment of a
cemetery, to prevent it from becoming a source of nuisance and danger
to the living. The dangers to public health, to which places of burial
may give rise, are of two kinds, viz., the contamination of air by
the gaseous and volatile, and of drinking water by the liquid and
soluble, products of decomposition.- Contamination 'of air may take
place in several modes. The gases evolved from putrefying bodies may
make their way to the surface through pores or fissures in the ground,
or may pass into open graves dug in their neighbourhood. Or they may
diffuse themselves laterally through the ground-air, and be drawn up into
the interior of houses. Or noxious emanations may be given off from
putrid drainage-water, whether baled out of graves and thrown upon the
surface, or draining into open channels or watercourses. Thus nuisance
and danger to health may be occasioned, not only to gravediggers and
persons attending funerals, but also to the inhabitants of houses in the
neighbourhood of the burial-ground. To obviatea these risks, itofis necessary that the number of decomposing bodies in given portion ground
should not at any time be so great that the gaseous products cannot be
oxidised iito harmless:substancesinthe interstices of the soil, or taken up
by vegetation4 that a sufficient depth of earth intervene between corpses
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surface; and that the soil be of a suitable niture and properly
drained, -the .drainage-water being innocuously disposed of. Furthermore, since the atmospheric contamination which has to be especially
guarded against is tha.t of the air in the interior and. neighbouvhood of
human habitations and frequented places, it is necessary that the place.
and the

open situation and at a sufficient distance from
in order that any effluvia arising from it .may be diluted by
diffusion, or dispersed by the winds, so as not to find their way, in an
injurious state of concentration, to places where tney will be liable to be
inhaled. Foul liquids from graves may enter and pollute.a stream or
wells in the vicinity of a graveyard, may be injured by percolation from
it, and in either case, if the water be used for drinking, injury to health
may be occasioned. The liability of wells to pollution obviously
depends partly upon their proximity.to it, and partly upon the configuration and geological structure of the ground,
Thus an intervening
impervious bed of clay will prevent foul matters from reaching a well,
and filtration through a sufficient distance of porous aerated soil decomposes such matters into harmless inorganic substances, which are fixed
by the soil or taken up by plants. It is neeessary therefore, in order to
obviate risk from this cause, that.a cemetery should have a suitable soil
and be properly drained; and that it should be at a sufficient distance
from subterranean sources of water-supply ; and in such1 a position.with
respect to them that the percolation of foul matters from one to the other
may be impossible. The sanitary requirements for a cemetery indicated
under the foregoing remarks may be summed up under four headings:
-I. Suitable soil and proper elevation of site; 2. A suitable position,
especially with respect to houses and sources of water-supply; 3. Suffiof burial should be in an

dwellings,

cient space; 4. Proper regulation

and

management..

DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.
IN workhouse establishments, hospitals, and public lunatic asylums,
12,002, or 9.5 per cent. of the total deaths were registered last quarter.
This proportion showed a slight decline from the high rates in the two

preceding corresponding quarters, but exceeded the average proportion
in the autumn quarters of the ten years I870-79. In the twenty large
towns, 6,128, or i5.3 per cent. of the deaths were recorded in public
institutions; the percentages in the several towns ranged from 5.7 and
7.8 in Plymouth and Hull, to 17.7 in Manchester, and i8.8 in London.
Excluding the twenty large towns, the proportion of institution deaths in the rest of England and NVales did not exceed 6.8 per
cent.

A POWERFUL ANTISEPTIC.
THE President of the Pharmaceutical Society of Liverpool, exhibited last week a sample of eugenol, which had been placed in his
hands on the previous day. He said it had recently been noticed as a

very energetic antiseptic, and it was also said to be a remedy for toothBoth these properties could be readily understood, as oil of cloves,
from which it was obtained, as well as oil of peppermint, had long been
used to prevent ink, starch, paste, etc., from becoming mouldy. The
oils had also been long regarded as remedies for toothache. It was also
known as eugenic or caryophyllic acid, having a. formula CI 0H1 2029
and forming salts with bases.
He said, it would be interesting to determine its rotatory power as compared with oil of cloves, which he would
do before the next meeting.
ache.

DEATHS BY MISADVENTURE.
of the Statistical Society, Mr. Cornelius Walford
reviewed the numbers and causes of deaths from accident, negligence,
violence, and misadventure, in the United Kingdom and some other
countries. Mr. Walford was of opinion thwat violent deaths of various
kinds had advanced with the progress of civilisation. New forces, as
also increasing mechanical productiveness, rendered the risk to life and
limb continually greater. The five great divisions in deaths of this class
were those caused respectively by- railways, in the working of mines, by
mechanical fumes and compounds, and by asphyxia, or stifling, and by
drowning. A sixth and important. class remained-those which foT
various reasons could not be-placed under the proper division to which
AT a recent

meeting
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they.rightly belonged, as in the case of persons found dead without any
means of determining the precise. agency by- which death had been
occasioned. These were. far more iumexous than had been generally
supposed. Railways were placed first in the enumeration, but they
were 'not the cause of the greatest number of violent deaths. More
persons were killed by horses and horse-accidents every year than by all
the railways of the kingdom. The total of violent deaths registered
annuallyin England and Wales is about i8,ooo, in Scotland about 3,000,
and in Ireland. about 2,ooo; and the non-fatal i..nuries are.in the ratio of
ioo to each fatal accident.
THE NEW MEDICAL REGISTER.
now issued-a good deal earlier,
therefore, than it has been possible to issue it in previous years, and
with some considerable improvements. The work of revision is most
laborious, and is rendered often difficult.and ungrateful by the neglect
of practitioners to acquaint the registrar with changes of address or
additions to their qualifications, proper for insertion in the Medical
Register. Grea't pains have, we believe, however, been taken to ensure
accuracy; and, at the same time, the mechanical typographical arrange-

THE new Medical Register for I88i is

ments are neater than heretofore. The several medical Acts up to the
present time are arranged in an index at the beginning of the volume;
and tables are furnished, showing the whole number of persons registered and now remaining on the local register for England, Ireland, and

Scotland respectively.
COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN THE
METROPOLIS.

THE Vestry of St. Martin-in-the-Fields have unanimously resolved, on
the motion of Mr. Edward J. Watherston, -seconded by Mr. Hill, chairman of the Strand Union Board of Guardians, to present a petition to
Parliament, praying that, " in future amendments of the law, provision
may be made for the compulsory registration of infectious diseases, the
certificate to be transmitted by the medical attendant to the sanitary
authority". It was further resolved to communicate with the various
vestries and district boards upon the subject. .The Chelsea Vestry
have also, in a communication addressed to the Sanitary Committee of
the Metropolitan Board of Works, relative to a case of concealment
and neglect of isolation of a case of small-pox which occurred in that
parish, requested that, in any measures which may be promoted for the
amendment of the existing sanitary laws, the Board will use their
influence to obtain the insertion of a clause for the prevention of such
concealment, and which shall provide a punishment in case of offence.
In reply, the Committee stated that, in the event of any such Bill being
promoted by the Metropolitan Board of Works, they will endeavour to
obtain the insertion of a clause for the purpose named; and they also
call attention of the Vestry to the efficacy of the course adopted by
some local boards in directing their inspectors to. report all cases
of contagious diseases to the medical officer of health for the district.
THE OPERATIVE TREATMENT OF INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION.

THE treatment. of chronic intestinal obstruction must always be a
subject of great interest alike to the physician and to the surgeon.
Though during the last century much has gradually been done to clear
up the difficulties surrounding this subject, much yet remains to be
accomplished before the resources of surgery can be saidI to be exhausted. No doubt, where it can be ascertained that the obstruction
exists in the sigmoid flexure or in the rectum, Amussat's ingeniously
devised operation offers the most rational means of treatment; but
where it is impossible, either by palpation of the abdomen or digital
examination per rectum, to make out, with any certainty, the site of the
obstruction, the principles which should guide us are by no means clearly
established. Mr. Clutton has recently operated at St. Thomas's Hospital on a woman who presented well-marked signs of intestinal: obstruction. The abdomen was irregularly distended; vomiting and tenesmus
were distressing; and the general condition of the patient, though not
absolutely urgent, was still such as to call imperatively for relief. Dr.
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Bristowe, under whose care she wvas, b-ad beun - unable to asceitain the
precise site of the obstacle; which, however, was thought to be, in all
probabili'ty, due to malignant disease. Mr. Clutton-cut down, under
antiseptic precauitions, in the left' loin, as though about to perform
colotomy. Finding that the colon could not be made to present in the
wound, he opened the peritoneum; and, by introducing the fingers,
ascertained that the colon'was empty and collapsed, from which it was
concluded that the obstruction was situated higher up. The gut was
therefore returned, the wound closed, and antiseptic dressings applied.
Before beginning to operate, Mr. Clutton had determined that, if the
incision in the left lumbar region revealed the state of things which
was actually found to exist, he would open the cmcum. With this
object, he made-an incision-again under antiseptic precautions-in
the' right iliac region, parallel to Poupart's ligament.' Dissecting carefully through the successive layers, he opened the peritoneum, and,
after a short search, brought forward into the wound a piece of gut,
which, by its structure, was plainly seen to be a part of the large intestine. The two peritoneal surfaces (the parietal and the visceral) were
then fixed in apposition by stitches which passed through the intestinal
walls in the subnmucous layer, but did not penetrate the cavity of the
intestine. To this mode of inserting 'the stitches Mr. Clutton attaches
inuch importance; for plastic- exudation occurs so rapidly'from peritoneal surfaces when unirritated by septic or faecal matter, that in the
space of five' or six hours the cavity of the peritoneum is effectually
closed. At the end of this time, the gut may be opened in the wound
without fear of any extravasation of freces or gas. In consonance with
this idea, the operation ended temporarily at this point by the application of an antiseptic dressing pver the wound-in-the right groin. -About
six hours later, the knuckle of gut which had been retained in the
groin-wound was' opened, and a considerable quantity of gas escaped.
The relief was very marked; pain and vomiting ceased immediately
after the operation; and, three days later, the patient was reported to
be progressing favourably.

chondriun-. On July' 29th, he had

a

severe

rigor, followed by'deep

a
He died -in October. At the necropsy, the upper third
the vermiform appendix was found to be quite obliterated, wvhile its
lower two-thirds were distended into a- cy'st. There' was' no trace of
perforation. Adhesions were found to exist between the-upper part of
the duodenum, the transverse colon, the sigmoid flexure, and the
portal region of the liver. The left lobe of the liver contained several
abscesses of various ages; and in one of them, lying to the right, close
to the suspensory ligament, a fish-bone was found; it was three-fifths of
an inch long, and one twenty-fifth of an inch wide, very firmn'and
hard, and quite white, with sharp edges. Dr. Wettergren'ascribed both
the perityphlitis and'the hepatic abscesses to the fish-bone. He assumed
that it entered the vermiform 'appendix,' which it perforated at the
upper part, producing obliteration of the canal; that it' then 'passed
between the laminne of the lesser 'mesentery, and reached the -retroperitoneal connective tissue, in which it caused inflammation and suppuration. The second case was related by Dr. E. Winge to the same
Society, who' exhibited a liver, in which there was suppurative pylephlebitis, due- to perforation of the portal vein by a fish-bone. The
subject was a lunatic,'who, had died after an illness which coommenced
with fever, pain in the right hypochondrium, and swelling and tender
ness of the liver. At the necropsy,- the upper surface of the liver was
found covered with'a fibrinous exudation, and there w'ere partial adhesions to the diaphragm. On the upper surface of the liver, and in
sections of the 'organ, numerous small yellowish-white branched
bodies were seen ;' pus escaped from them on pressure. There were
also numerous small abscesses on the -peritoneal and mucous coverings
of the gall-bladder. A decolorised thrombus, as thick as a thumb, was
found in the main trunk of the portal vein; its centre was softened,
and it sent prolongations into the larger branches and into the splenic
vein. The wall of the portal vein at the part corresponding to the
throtnbus was of a green colour, and ulcerated; a fish-bone projected
half an inch into the lumen of the vessel; and, on tracing its course, the
other end was found in the jejunum. It was
centimetres (nearly
FAMILY SUSCEPTIBILITY TO DIPHTHERIA.
inches) long. Dr. Winge had no doubt that the fish-bone proi31
THE report by Dr. Hubert Airy, to which we recently alluded, gives duced the thrombosis in the portal vein, and that this gave rise to the
some striking illustrations of the family susceptibility to diphtheria, diffuse inflammation of the portal vein and gall-bladder.
which is so strongly marked a feature of that disease. In two families,
every one of the six children was attacked. All recovered in one
family; but, in the other, five of the six attacked died within a fort.
night. At another village, six out of a family of seven children were
WE regret to hear of the death of Dr. P. D. Handyside, many years
attacked, the only one escaping being a little girl of two years. In two lecturer
on anatomy at Edinburgh. We shall next week publish an
i'nstances, five children out of six caught the disease; and in four others,
all the five children of the family were attacked. Instances of this kind obituary notice of this respected teacher.
might be multiplied; but the figures given above are sufficient for the
INSPECTORSHIP OF ANATOMY IN SCOTLAND.
purpose. -It would be an interesting and profitable subject for study, THE vacancy caused by the death 'of Dr. Andrew Wood in the inspecto learn what are the peculiarities in family characteristics that predis- torship of anatomy for Scotland has been filled by the Home Office
pose to attacks of this insidious disease. Dr. Airy makes, indeed, the by the' app'ointment of James Alexander' Russell, M.A., M.B., B.S'C.
curious remark that, in at least two of the eleven districts visited by This is certainly an appropriate appointment, as regards both 'the
him on account of diphtheria, the families affected were mostly fair- schools and the' public. Dr. Russell was for a considerable period
haired. Whether this is or is not a coincidence, cannot, of course, be Demonstrator of Anatomy in Edinburgh University,' and is therefore
decided; but the peculiarity is possibly not without its significance. conversant with the necessities of anatomical teaching, while his rel'aAt any rate, it seems of moment to attempt to find out what this tion to the public as municipal representative answers other requireterrible incidence of diphtheria upon particular families means.
ments.
'_-_'
THE NEW REGULATIONS FOR MILK-SHOPS IN GLASGOW.
DEATHS AFTER SWALLOwrNG FISH-BONES.
Two cases of -death from disease following the swallowing of fish-bones5 As intimated in the JOURNAL some months ago, the local authornty
are recorded in abstract in the last number of the Nordiskt Medicin-isktt of Glasgow, under the powers conferred on them by the Privy Council
Arkiv. The first case was reported by Dr. Carl Wettergren, last year, order of July 1879, issued regulations prohibiting all communicatior
at a-meeting of the Swedish Medical Society. The subject, a man agedI1 between a dairy and sleeping apartments at the back of houses. 'On
4I, in September 1875 swallowed a large bone of a bream; at the time,.p the 1gth instant, a milk-dealer was summoned for co'ntravening 'these
it produced much pain, which soon passed off. 'In October or Novembeir regulations, in that he permitted his dairy premises to-be in direct comof the 'same year, he had an attack of suppurative perityphlitis, andaI munication with two rooms at the back, then' used as sleeping apa^rtanother in the autumn of 1876. After his recovery from this, he hada ments. -The defence urged was, that the local authority, under the PNii
had no power to issue any regulations prohibiting'cdmpain in- the- course of the transverse colon, his appetite being good,Is Council order,
and his bowels- regular. About midsummer 1879, the pains became:Ce munication between a dairy and sleeping apartments at the back.
more severe and continuous, and were localised in the right 'hypo they were only authorised -to make regulations as to the cleansing' i
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dairies and the milk-vessels used, therein.., The sheriff, in.giving judgment in the case, sustained tihe -defence, and dismissed the case, his
view being that the local authority of 'Glasgow had no power to imake
such regulatio'ns themselves,- and that it was evidently intended that
the Privy Council should keep the power of making such regulations
in their own hands. This is a most important decision, and it is to be
hoped that steps'will be at once taken to establish the validity and
force of the regulations issued, 'as they cannot but exercise an important
part in'the prevention of milk-contamination and the spread of disease.

range of ttmprature'greater by I.5', the mean humidity less by 5,- the
rain'depth less by 2.99 inches, and the wind-pressure less by. I.02 lb.
thaa the average of the -same month during the previous twenty-four
years. In the language of the report for the month, this memorable
January of 2881 was unique " by its low mean temperature, lower than
ever chronicled before for the same month in all recorded years, and
for any month either. This remarkable cold was further accompanied
by an equally remarkable and abnolmal depth of snowfall; and that
again by terrific drifting, and accumulating in special localities. Both
cold and snow were the result of a terrestrial influence interfering with
HERIOT'S HOSPITAL, EDINBURGH.
the direct rays of the sun, and have been more particularly traced up
ON Monday, the governors of Heriot's Hospital appointed Dr. Grainger to
an abnormal cyclone which entered Europe east of
North Cape,
Stewart consulting physician to the hospital, in place of Sir Robert and came whirling down the Gulf of Bothnia, andthethence
across
ChTlstison, resigned. At the same time, by a very large majority, Sweden and Norway from a north-easterly path, contrary to the
the office of surgeon to the hospital was filled by the appointment of south-west path of the regular West Indian and Atlantic cyclonic
James Ritchie, M.B., to the vacancy caused by. the death of Dr. storms". The lowest mean temperature recorded was in Glasgow
Andrew Wood.
(24.10), and the highest at Leith (30.0').. The number of days of rain
REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S RETURNS.
or snowfall was most at Aberdeen (sixteen), the least at Glasgow (four).
FROM the returns ''of the Registrar-General for the week ended
February 12th, it appears that the death-rate in the eight principal towns
was 24.3'per wooo of estimated population. This' rate is 0.5 above
that for the corresponding week of last year, but 4.6 below that for
IT is announced that the Senate of the Royal University of Ireland
the previous week of'the present year. The lowest mortality. was
recorded in Perth-viz., 9.7 per IooO; and the highest in'Paisley has finally determined upon the scheme to be submitted to Her
-viz., 37.I per wooO. The mortality from the. seven most familiar Majesty the Queen.
zymotic diseases was at the rate of 3.5- per wooo, being slightly less DR. KENDAL FRANKS, surgeon to the Adelaide Hospital, and Mr.
than that for the previous week. Acute diseases of the chest caused Wheeler, of the City of Dublin Hospital, have been appointed, respec2oo deaths, 'being 6I less than the number for the pre'vious week. tively, physician and surgeon to the National Institution for the Blind
The mean' temperature was 34.4°, being 3.8' below that for the of Ireland, vice Dr. George F. Duffey and Mr. Wilmot, resigned.
week immediately preceding,. and IO-70 below that for the correspondA VERY successful concert in aid of the funds of the Belfast Hospital
ing week of last year.
for
Skin-Diseases was held in the Ulster Hall on Saturday last. A
HEALTH OF THE EIGHT PRINCIPAL SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the month of January J88x, the deaths of 3,212 persons were concert will also be given on the 26th instant in aid of the Belfast Royal
registered in the eight large Scotch towns; of this number, 1,499 were Hospital.
males, and, what rarely happens, a much larger number ( 1,713) were
IN Belfast, last week, the average annual death-rate amounted to
females. Making due allowance for increase of population, thisL is 59 40.2 per I,ooo inhabitants. This high mortality may be attributed to
above the average for the same month during the previous ten years. the recent inclement weather, as no fewer than forty-four deaths took
This is the first month for a long time where the number of -deaths has place from diseases of the respiratory organs.
been greater than the average of the ten previous years. The various
IN consequence of Dr. McFadden's death, a vacancy for a coroner
death-rates were, per I,ooo of the population: Edinburgh and Greenock,
25; Aberdeen and Dundee, 28; Leith, 29; Glasgow, 32; Paisley, 35; for the Cavan county has arisen. There are two candidates for the apand Perth, 36. Thirty-six per cent. of the total mortality was of pointment-viz., Dr. Ryan of Bailieborough, and Mr. Lynch; and the
children under five years of age; and the percentages in the different polling will take place this week.
towns were: Perth, 13 ; Aberdeen, 31; Paisley, 33; Edinburgh and
EXCELLENT EXAMPLE.
Dundee, 35; Glasgow, 38; Leith, 39; and Greenock, 44. Zymotic THE late Dr. WilliamANFaussett
of Moyville, Clontarf, has bequeathed
diseases contributed 442 deaths, equal -to 13.8 per cent. of the entire
to
certain
to the Royal Medical Benevolent
/I,ooo,
subject
life-interests,
moTtality.' Of 4I deaths due to fever, 29 were registered as enteric,
and 12 as typhus. Scarlet fever caused 105 deaths, or 3.3 per cent. of Fund Society of Ireland. The testator also has left his leasehold prothe total; but in some of the towns this rate was rauch exceeded. perty, Moyville, subject to life-interests and other eventualities, to
the same charitable association; and has directed that a sum shall be
Thus, in Edinburgh 6. I per cent., and in Leith 17.0 per cent., of all set
apart to be invested for the sole use and benefit of distressed disthe -deaths, was due to scarlet fever. Whooping-cough was the most
fatal of-epidemic disorders, having caused II5 deaths; while measles pensary medical officers, and their destitute widows and orphans.
caused 39, croup 37, diphtheria 33, and diarrhoea 3I deaths. Apoplexy
THE COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
and paralysis were credited with 146 deaths, cardiac diseases- with 212, THE Irish Medical Association, while expressing its thorough approval
hydrocephalus with 76, and the debility of premature birth with 57. of the principle of this measure, has lately endeavoured to ascertain
Phthisis contributed 315 deaths, nearly to per cent. of the total number; from its Dublin members their unreserved opinions on the subject.
while inflammatory affections of the respiratory organs other than those For this purpose, the Committee of Council of the Association issued,
already mentioned caused no fewer' than I,071 deaths, equal to 33.3 some weeks ago, a circular setting forth what the measure proposed,
per cent. of the entire mortality-showing how a severe month, such and certain mnethods of notification, viz.: (a) the method adopted by
as was January, affects the mortality due to diseases of the respiratory the Parliamentary Bills Committee of the British Medical Association;
organs. Of 88 deaths attributed to violent causes, one was suicidal. (b) the method of direct notification by the medical attendant; and (c) that
Nine females died who were over go years of age, the eldest of whom thecustodian or house-occupier solelyshould be made directlyresponsible
was IO6 years of age. The births registered for the month amounted to ascertain, from a registered medical practitioner, the nature of the
to 3,485, of whom 1,765 were males, and I,720 females. - As regards sickness, and to report the same to the sanitary authority, subject to
meteorological conditions, the mean barometnrc pressure was greater penalties for omission to do so. Inclosed in the circular was a postcard
by O.I35 inch, the mean temperature less by 9.6°, the. me.an daily with the following queries, which we give with the answers as returmed
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to the honorary secretary. I. Do you approve of the medical attendant
being, directly or indirectly, the informant, in writing, of the sanitary
authority?-Answers: Yes1 60; No, IO4. 2. If you approve, which
proposition (a or 6) do you prefer ?-Answers: a, 31; b, 29. 3. If you
do not approve of a or b, do you approve of c'?-Answers: Yes, IO9;
No, 23. This result of the plebiscite was- made known at a late meeting of the Council of the Association. Of 371 circulars sent out, only
201 were replied to. Three persons to whom it was sent were known
to be absent; but I67 either did not receive-it, or sent no reply. It is
not our intention to criticise the terms of the circular, or assess the
value of the above figures. We are satisfied that the- profession in
Dublin shows itself so nearly unanimous in favour of the principle of
the measure which is now before Parliament; and we -may venture to
hope that the Irish Medical Association, and the Dublin Branch of
this Association, may see their way to an unanimity of action in endeavouring to amend the Bill which Mr. Gray has introduced, so as to
make its provisions, if possible, satisfactory to the profession and beneficial to the public.
ROTUNDA LYING-IN HOSPITAL.

DR. DUKE'S term of office as Assistant-Physician to the hospital having
expired, he was presented, on Monday week, by the students with a
marble timepiece, bearing a suitable inscription. The nurses of the
institution also presented him with a gold locket. Dr. Richard Henry
has been appointed to the office vacated by Dr. Duke.
TYPHUS FEVER IN DUBLIN.

THIS disease is alarmingly on the increase in Dublin. On last Saturday
week there were I71 cases of it in the city hospitals alone; and, for
the last thirteen weeks, no fewer than 59I cases have been treated in
these institutions. At the last meeting of the Dublin Sanitary Associa-

tion, it was pointed out that typhus is mainly attributable to overcrowding, and that no adequate steps are taken by the sanitary authorities against that offence. For example, during the year ending August
3Ist, I879, there were only two convictions for overcrowding obtained
by the sanitary authority of Dublin, while in Liverpool there were 1,328
convictions obtained in a similar period for the same offence, and fines
levied to the amount of /178.
THIE LATE DR. CRYAN.
RESOLU,TIONS of condolenice with the family of this much esteemed
gentleman, who died on the I7th instant, have been adopted by his
late colleagues in Vincent's Hospital, by the students of that hospital,
and by the students of the School of Medicine of the Catholic University.
The latter have appointed a committee to receive subscriptions from
past and present students of the school, towards the erection of a
memorial.
TIHE LATE DR. PEELE.
WE regret to hear of the death of Dr. Edward Peele of Dublin, on
February i8th, from typhus fever, contracted in the discharge of his
duty as medical officer of a dispensary district. He was forty-two years
of age. The Committee of Council of the Irish Medical Association
Tuesday last at the Royal College of Surgeons, and, having
adopted the following resolutions, adjourned without transacting any
othier business. "That the Council of the Irish Medical Association
have learned, with the deepest regret, of the untimely death of Dr.
Edward Peele, a member of the Council, and they desire thus to record
their sense of the loss sustained by the Association in the removal of
one so loved and trusted." "That the Honorary Secretary to Council
be requested to convey to the relatives of the deceased an expression of
the sympathy felt with them in their bereavement by the members of
the Council." "That, as a mark of respect to the memory of Dr.
Peele, the Committee of Council do at once adjourn."
met on

DR. JOHIN WATT REID, Inspector-General of the Medical DepartNavy, has been appointed honorary physician to Her
Majesty, vice Dr. Davidson, deceased.
ment of the
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THE. DENTISTS AND THE COUNCIL.
IT is only fair to the Medical' Council, when considering the unsatisfactory position in which dental registration now stands, to remember that
the dentists themselves have brought the trouble upon their own
shoulders, although probably they can shelter themselves under the plea
of defective legal advice. The resolution adopted by the Medical Council on the subject, on the motion of Dr. Quain and Dr. Pitman, was:
" That, with reference to the Lord President's Bill, entitled, Medical
Act (I858) Amendment Bill, as 'ordered by the House of Commons to
be printed on June I3, I878', the Council desires to express its wish
that the Bill entitled the Dental Practitioners Bill be brought into conformity with the dental clauses of the Lord President's Bill." Now, if
the Lord President's Bill (No. 2I6, I878, House of Lords) be referred
to, it will be seen that the registration clause ran as follows : " If a
scheme for the examination, licensing, and registration, under the control of the General Medical Council, of dentists is submitted to the
General Medical Council by any corporation, persons, or person, the
General Medical Council may, if they think fit, submit such scheme
to the Privy Council; and such scheme, when approved by the Privy
Council, shall have effect as part of this Act, subject to being from time
to time revoked, altered, and added to, by a subsequent scheme submitted by the General Medical Council to, and approved by, the Privy
Council." It is obvious that, under these ample provisions, the Dental
Association would have had the power of preparing a satisfactory
scheme, excluding improper persons, and settling suitable schedules
and forms; which scheme couIld have been thoroughly, carefully, and
deliberately considered, and would have provided against the unpleasant circumstances which have now occurred. Instead of this, they
adopted a scheme suggested by the clauses of the Medical Act of I858
-an Act which has had to be repeatedly amended, and which has
never proved satisfactory in working. The General Medical Council
have acted, in their interpretation of the clause, on a case drawn by
the most eminent solicitors in London, and on the opinion of the law
officers of the Crown. It is not easy to see how they could go beyond
or behind the powers thus defined for them, nor to blame them if the
instrument put into their hands has been thus defective. It is quite
true that the President of the General Medical Council might have
opposed the Bill actually passed, and caused its rejection, on the
ground that it did not accord with the terms of the resolution of the
General Medical Council; and we regret that he did not do so. It is
impossible, however, severely to blame any medical person for not foreseeing difficulties, which were neither foreseen by Mr. Tomes and his
friends, nor by the draftsman who, acting for them and for the Government, prepared the Bill as it stands. Exaggerated blame, where none
is fairly due, is short-sighted policy, as all forms of injustice are in the
end. The sins and imperfections of the General Medical Council are
enormous enough, and it has fallen already into a stage of discredit and
decreptitude; but in this matter we are unable to say that it deserves
many of the bitter reproaches which are urged against it in this particular respect. We may say the same ¢s to the schedule of additional
qualification. The Council was anxious to have a schedule of additional qualifications, and framed one with a column for the purpose;
it was only upon the advice of the present Mr. Justice Bowen that no
such column could properly be added, under the provisions of the Act,
that they reluctantly withdrew it. Here, again, the fault is not with
the Council, but with the draftsman; and Mr. Tomes, Sir Jchn Lubbock, and their legal advisers, are the persons who were at fauilt, if any
one in the matter.
VIOLENT DEATHS.-The deaths referred to different forms of violence
were 42I8, and were fewer than those returned in either of the two preceding December quarters; they were equal to an annual rate of o.66
per I,OOO, and to 3.3 per cent. of-the total deaths, which slightly exceeded
the average proportion in the ten preceding December quarters.. In the
twenty large towns, the deaths from violence were equal to an average
rate of 0.75 per I,OOO, and the rates in the several towns ranged from
0.24 and 0.27 in Bradford and Plymouth, to 0.93 in Manchester, 0.97 in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and 1.29 in Liverpool.
A JAPANESE STUDENT.-Mr. Kanehiro Takaki, F.R.C.S. Eng.,
who received his professional education at St. Thomas's Hospital,
was, on his return to Tokio, Japan, immediately appointed chief of the
Imperial Naval Hospital, and a member of the committee for the
preparation of a Japanese Pharmacopoeia, and authorised to attend all
the foreigners, with their families, employed by the Imperial Naval
Department. Mr. Takaki passed his examination and was admitted
a men-ber of the Royal College of Surgeons of England in April I878,
and a Fellow in r880.

