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TOWN PLANNING LITERATURE*
A Brief Summary of its Present Extent.
An essay on the literature of a technical subject is no light undertaking,
If it be one of long-standing study, there is an accumulated mass of
material, clogging the feet of a discoursive essayist and suggesting an
annotated bibliography as the only method of dealing with it; but at
the same time there is in existence a generally recognised classification
of subject-matter with a well-marked delimitation of the field.
With a new subject, or one that has been recently erected to the
dignity of a separate study, there will probably be a comparatively
small volume of literature in existence, and as in the case, for example..
of Tropical Medicine or Aerial Navigation, the boundaries will have been
fairly definitely fixed. The essayist has the opportunity of propounding
a simple and effective system of classification, and he can deal with the
separate works somewhat in detail.
.
Town Planning, however, has suddenly made .its appearance as a
technique within a human habit that is as old as humanity itself-the
grouping together of human habitations. Though this grouping has
been done in a consciously ordered manner from time to time during all
periods, so far as we know no body of dogma, artistic, social or constructional, founded on practice, has been formulated. Ideal projects
have been put forward on occasion, and certain practical men, like
Hippodamus or the nameless 'designer of Edward the First's cities,
may have committed their theories to writing-but these at best would
be isolated attempts. We can imagine, perhaps, a parallel case if the
maintenance of health and cure of disease had until the past few years
been attempted without the mediation of doctors: the number of
treatises on the newly formulated art or craft of Medicine might be still
small, but what a mass of written material bearing upon the subject
'* A paper read at a meeting of the Town Planning Institute.
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there would be, how difficult to define what was of medical value °and
what not, and what necessity for some sort of olassification! Such is the
actual position in Town Planning; this threefold difficulty, the unwieldy
mass of material, the uncertainty of delimitation of the subject, and
the absence of a recognised classification makes a comprehensive study
of its literature impossible at the moment. The most that can be
attempted is a desultory perambulation of the field, hinting at its size,
giving vent to opinions as to where its hedges and gates occur, and
describing the parcelling out of its area that has been hitherto effected.

Classification
The latter-the parcelling out of the field-must be dealt with first,
in order to correct a misapprehension which may have been caused by
an allusion to the need of a classification; for there can be no doubt
but that it is only a question of time for the system put forward by
Professor Pray and Theodora Kimball, of Harvard, to become generally
recognised; their comprehensive analysis of the subject, it must be
understood, is not a bibliography at all, and is not even confined to
literature; it consists of the outline for a classified repository, designed
to take all forms of material which might occur in a collection relating
to City Planning, such as published literature, including books, pamphlets, reports, periodical articles, and news clippings; graphic material,
published or in original form, including maps, plans, drawings, photographs, plates, postcards, and miscellaneous pictorial matter; manuscript
material, including notes and bibliographical references. With the
exception of certain points in terminology (such as the curious omission
of the term" Civic Survey," with us as well-worn in use as the subject
title), there can be little doubt but that this analysis is final.

Bibliographv.
The authors in their preface state that they" have had continually
in mind the use of this scheme for the arrangement of a City Planning
Bibliography," and one of them, Miss Kimball, has subsequently compiled
a selected list of references .on its basis. Miss Kimball's list, which runs
to 47 pages, does not profess to be a complete Bibliography of City
Planning, but it has been selected and compiled to meet the needs of
students and practitioners; it is arranged, as stated, according to subject
matter, and contains no alphabetical index. Furthermore, it does not
include locality literature, as such, arranged geographically. This has
caused Miss Kimball to omit many manifest "Subject studies," owing
to their being immured in " Place studies." Thus under the heading of
Transportation, there is no mention of the work of general interest
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that has been done in New York, e.q., W. J. Wilgus's Report 011 Transportation and Distribution of Freight. She' also has recourse to the
doubtful practice of separately listing chapters out of books.
Nevertheless, this list of hers is a most valuable one, and it must be
remembered that her department of Landscape Architecture is at present
collaborating with the Library of Congress (the National Library of the
U.S.A.) to asse:mble a full Bibliography. A preliminary check list of
this was issued in 1912 by the Special Libraries Association, divided
into two sections; the first, a general one and very sketchy (subsequently,
it is presumed, to be rearranged on the Pray and Kimball basis); the
second comprising particular localities arranged geographically. This
second part, preponderatingly American, runs to 40 pages, and in spite
of glaring omissions (e.g., "Paris a travers les Ages," and" Bruxelles a
travers les Ages ") is the best list extant of locality literature. At the
present moment, therefore, Miss Kimball's list of references arranged
according to subject matter, wedded to the Special Libraries list arranged
geographically, furnishes the most comprehensive Bibliography or Town
Planning extant.

A Central

B~:bliography

It may be remembered that one of the chief functions designed for
the Union Internationale des Villes, which was created at t.he Ghent
Exposition of 1913, was to form an international Library and Bibliography of Town Planning*; this was to have had its head-quarters at
Bruxelles and 'to have been under the control of Paul Otlet, Secretaire
General de I'Institut International de Bibliographie, and the brilliant
author of the recently published "Ohart~ Mondiale." It is highly
desirable that our subject have an international clearing house and
" siege de documentation," and it is sincerely to be hoped that when
Europe returns to its senses this will be established at Bruxelles, the
natural home of international efforts. Each country will then, be able
to make its own contribution to a central bureau, which alone call set
about the most difficult task of translation and transvaluation.
Before leaving the subject of Bibliographies, two other compilations
should perhaps be mentioned-the catalogue of books and. pamphlets
at the Town Planning Exhibition of Berlin in 1910 (52 pages) and the
Documention Bibliographique, prepared from material in the possession
of the Musce Social for the Commission d'Extension de Paris ill 1913
(53 pages).
* See

~I.

Otlcts paper, p. 139, "Transactions of Ghent Congress," from which it appears
that this Central Bureau was to act as a clearing-house, not for Town Planning only, but for
all comm unal and municipal affairs.
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Unconscious Town Planning Literature
Impressive evidence of the importance of our subject as is the size
of these lists, they deal almost entirely with the direct writings on the
modern practice of Town Planning; the scope of our literature, however,
is considerably wider, embracing walks both ancient and modern, composed without an ulterior eye upon the student of Civic Design. There
will naturally be a great diversity of opinion as to the degree of germaneness to our subject of such works as " A Greek View of Life," by G.
Lowes Dickinson; but I suppose no one would deny that" The Greek
Republic," by A. E. Zimmern, and " English TOWIl Life in the Fifteenth
Century," by Alice Stopford Green, have very direct bearing upon the
shaping of the future and study of the past of our communal existence.

Topography.
The most obvious thesaurus of this unconscious Town Planning
literature is to be looked for in Topography, under the guise of local
guide books, illustrated panorama of places, studies of historic cities.
The TOWIl Planning Library needs, of course, to be well stocked with
guide books; but it is deplorable how unsatisfying in the main they are.
Baedeker is invaluable as a handy collection of maps (for the most
part accurate) and old editions should always be bought up for comparative pllrposes; his collections of present-day information are useful,
but he rarely touches upon the growth of a place, or does it by the by,
as the Paris volume shows. The compiler of the usual local guide book
is less mindful than Baedeker; he resembles the small boy who picks
the plums out of his cake and leaves the matrix-that which alone
renders the plums digestible and qualifies their sweetness.We are
shown a collection of churches, palaces, statues, and parks, each separately
described, but how they come to be associated and their relation to the
town is ignored; so also is the story of the life of the town itself. *
If maps are included, how' rare it is to see two or three periods illustrated, but how frequently necessary for any intelligent appreciation
of the buildings themselves. The more serious works, such as the Medieeval Towns series, are no better than the local guide book in this respect,
and there will be no improvement until there is a recognised amateur
study of town growth, even as there is of architecture; when visitors to
Paris will be as interested in tracing the vestiges of the enclosure of
Phillippe Auguste on the south bank as they are in identifying the periods
of the Louvre. I can foresee a study of fortification lines as fascinating
for the medieeval enthusiast as that of his beloved cathedrals themselves;
* See the preface to Mrs. Green's "Town Life in the Fifteenth Century."
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and when the desire for this information arises, the guide books will
supply the want, and we shall find them turned into Town Planning
monographs.
The Stones 0-£ Venice is, by intention, as near the opposite of this as
can be imagined in a book about the physical aspect of a town; it is
not even a description of isolated buildings, but of their separate stones.
So that it is with something of a shock that one reads the first sentence
of the final section: "I trust that the reader has been enabled by the
preceding chapters to form some conception of the magnificence of the
streets of Venice during the course of the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries."
Occasionally in the more recent histories of towns there is an exception
to this apathy towards Town Planning; for example, Professor Ramsay
Muir's Liverpool, where possibly the fortunate absence of medireval
plums has given space for a deeper study of the cake itself. I would
humbly suggest that the author include in a later edition the admirable
outline survey of the activities of Central Liverpool, which he contributed
to the Town Planni1Lg Review.
Archeeological Research and Imaginative Restoration are represented
by the Pergamos of Pontremoli and Collignon and the Selinus of Hulot,
re-creations of the first magnitude, almost amounting to original studies
in monumental Town Planning.
The two works, Paris and Brussels" A travers les Ages," are elaborate
historical studies of town growth; both, particularly Brussels, suffer
from looseness of arrangement. The Paris makes use of transparent
superimposed plans to show periods of development and illustrates
many features of the town at successive dates.
Approaching closely to direct Town Planning are those municipal
descriptive works which set forth the full activities of a city and describe
its growth. By far the best of these is "Vienna at the Beginning of
Twentieth Century."
Though single maps and plans cannot be considered as literature,
collections of them, accompanied by descriptive notes, form one of the
most valuable sections of the Topographical department. From the
sixteenth centu.ry onwards these collections were produced in great
numbers by Braun and Hogenberg, of Cologne (1572); Christopher
Saxton, of London (1579); John Speed, of London (1610); Joannis
Blaeu, of Amsterdam (1662), and others.
The earlier plans are, in spite of inaccuracies and imaginativeness, of
singular value as showing the condition of towns at the close of the
mediooval period, prior to the great fortification enclosure. The latter
period is fully dealt with by the histories of the wars of the seventeenth
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and early eighteenth centuries; we are familiar with the plans of. the
cities of the Netherlands from Rapin's description of Marlborough's
campaigns. Later, in 1734, appeared Homann's larger Atlas, issued
from Nuremberg, with its sumptuously engraved and coloured plates.
Of equal value to these older works, and illustrating many of the same
towns at the time of the advent of the railways, is the second volume
of the Maps, in fine steel engraving, published by the Society for the
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge (1844). Of about the same date is the
pictorial volume "L'Italie a vol d'Oiseau," a series of lithographed
bird's-eye views by Guesdon. These rough indications are perhaps
sufficient to show the continuous range of historical plans and views
which we possess, and for which a critical and annotated catalogue
should be prepared.
I dealist Visions
At the other extreme from Topography, the description of actual
places, are the idealistic schemes which have been put forward from
time to time by reforming enthusiasts. It is rare that anyone who
sets out to improve mankind's morals or politics omits to describe the
surroundings in which they should live. Plato, in the Republic, is vague,
and Aristotle, in his Politics, does not go into much detail as to the actual
planning of his ideal city, though he presumably endorsed the methods
of Hippodamus, whom he describes as having invented the practice of
laying out cities with regular intersecting streets; a treatise by Hippodamus, who was certainly a theoretician as well as practical Town Planner,
would have been of greater interest. Vitruvius gives some few
directions, but he appears to be chiefly concerned with excluding the
winds from whatever quarter they were blowing; how this was to be
done he does not explain.
On the other hand, Sir Thomas More is quite explicit in his description
of the chief town of Utopia, called Amaurote, which I take to be the first
true Garden City project: "The city of Amaurote standeth upon the
side of a lowe hill in fashyon almost foursquare. . . . The Stretes
be appointed and set Iurth very commodious and handsome, both for
carriage and also againste the windes. The houses be of faire and
gorgious building, and on the strete side they stande joyned together
in a long rowe through the whole streate without any partition or separation. The stretes be twentie foote brode. On the backe side of the
houses through the whole length of the stretes, lye large gardens inclosed
rounde aboute wyth the backe part of the stretes."
.From which description it will be seen that Sir Thomas More was
anxious to combine formality of architecture and street line with large
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gardens ; the picturesque detached cottage was only regarded by him
as a temporary m.akeshift. The city was limited in size and was not to
increase by suburban growth, but the surplus population was to found
other cities elsewhere.
Fortifications, not gardens, were the chief preoccupation of the
Renaissance 'I'own Planner-in-the-air, and the works of Bernard Palissy
(1510-90), Perret de Chambery (1601), Darliel Speckle (1600), and, later,
Belidor (1729) and Levirloys (in his Dictionary, 1770) treat the city as all
appendage of the "enceinte."
With the industrial revolution we return to projects for health:
James Silk Buckingham's model town of Victoria (1849) and Sir Benjamin
Richardson's sanitarian's paradise of "Hygiea." Morris, in his" News
from Nowhere," instead of placing his ideal state in some distant island,
imagines his own country transformed in futurity, and a new London is
described with much gusto and considerable thoughtfulness. It will be
remembered that the Houses of Parliament, one of the few nineteenth
century buildings left standing, have been converted into a Dung
Market, and a well-devised park system is in existence, starting from
Kensington Gardens" northward and west right over Paddington and a
little way down Notting Hill; thence it runs north-east to Primrose
Hill, and so on; rather a narrow strip of it gets through Kingsland to
Stoke Newington and Clapton, where it spreads out along the heights
above the Lea marshes, on the other side of which, as you know, is Epping
Forest holding out a hand to it."
More fortunate than the authors of these varied proposals, Ebenezer
Howard, without needing to wait for the transformation of London, has
lived to see his visionary "Garden Cities of To-morrow " materialised
into Letchworth, the first of a series.
The most ambitious of projects for an ideal city was put forward by
Hendrik Christian Anderssen in 1913, under the title of " The Creation
of a World Centre of Communication," a vision of international accord.
The brothers Hebrard, in collaboration with sculptors, painters, and
other architects of Paris, visualised the vast conception of Mr. Anderssen,
and the city, with its chief buildings, worked out in precise detail, is
presented in a noble folio.
I n M odern Fiction

There are, of course, frequent allusions to the phenomena of town
growth in general literature. Modern fiction, in contradistinction to the
ideal visions we have been glancing at, has generally seen things as they
are, and described them so realistically that 110 Town Planner can afford
to neglect their evidence. I venture to assert that a fully documented
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survey could not give a more accurate and vivid picture of English
manufacturing communities of the Paleotechnic age than the one Arnold
Bennett has drawn for us in his series of novels of the Five Towns; in the
fierce individuality of "The Card~' and the fumbling uncertainty of
"Clayhanger," striving towards something better, we see portrayed
with clear discrimination the reaction on their inhabitants of what is
good anel what is bad in their no-system of growth.
If Bennett almost figures at times as the firm upholder of the
hideousness of the industrial age, H. G. Wells, in the beginning of "The
New Macchiavelli,' , has described once for all the blind stupidity of
the suburban development of the nineteenth century; this transformation
of an old village south of London appears to typify for him the muddleheadedness of the modern world-it is a burning tract on behalf of Town
Planning.
As a Direct Literary Inspiration
These are but t\VO instances which might be indefinitely added
to; but more rare are the cases where, instead of being a background, these city phenomena have provided the fundamental
inspiration. Rural Depopulation and Dreariness, Urban Overcrowding
and Squalor, form the dual motif of Emile Verhaeren's great twin
work, "Les Campagnes Hallucinees" and "Les Villes Tentaculaires." In his play, " Les Aubes," the monstrous town, Oppidomagne,
becomes almost a personality, representing the lpQt, and furthest development of modern human agglomerations.

For the General Public
Coming to the more direct Literature of Modern Town Planning it
is well to remember that besides technical works prepared by and for
technicians, there is a group addressed to the General Public, the Belles
Lettres of our subject, as it were. These writings may be of a propagandist nature or may deal in general terms with the archreological,
historical, architectural, and artistic aspects of the subject. Charles
Mulford Robinson's "Improvement of Towns and Cities" is probably
the best work of general interest, and his graceful little book, " The Call
of the City," represents the lighter side of the same outlook. To these
must be added t.hc memorable introductory address delivered by Professor
Olmsted at the Second National Conference on City Planning in America
and the two Inaugural Lectures of Professor Adshead. H. I. Trigg's
book, though of wide appeal, is rather more technical in character, and
there is a space on our shelves for a volume which might be included in
one or other of the Home University series.
Of high historical value and intense personal interest are Haussmanri's
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Memoirs, a record of the greatest city transformation in history, presented
in a form to make it a great literary autobiography.
Educational
There is also the aspect of Town Planning Literature as educative
machinery. America furnishes the aptest example in "Wacker's Manual
of the Plan of Chicago," especially prepared for study- in schools. A
history of the town, together with descriptions of its present shortcomings
and proposals for its future (drawn largely from the monumental report
of Messrs. Burnham and Bennett) are here presented in a flowing vein
of local patriotism. On a smaller scale is the" History of Derby" which
Alderman Wilkins caused to be circulated among the schools of his
town during his Mayoralty, in order to arouse some civic interest in the
rising generation. Viewed in this light, the study of one's native place
becomes a sort of homely geography and local history combined. It
is a short but natural step for the student to prepare his own primer;
and it is to be hoped that Miss M. M. Barker will publish her Survey
of Saffron Walden, not so much for the Saffron Waldenites as by way of
example for other localities. These Regional Studies should by no
means shrink from future forecasts and attempts at improvement;
the student, whether child or youth, should look forward as well as
backward and around him.
It is impossible to overrate the value of Regional or Civic Survey, for
besides its educative force, it is the very entrance porch of Town Planning
proper.

The Civic Survey
The volume of literature on the Collection and Presentation of Data
is not large. There are the slender but pregnant pamphlets of Professor
Geddes, * the tireless preacher of a crusade against inconsidered planning:
" City Deterioration and the need for Civic Survey"; "The C~ty Survey
-a first step"; "Suggested Plan for a Civic Museum," as well as his
various descriptions of the Edinburgh that is assembled at the Outlook
Tower. "Knowing one's own Community," by Carol Aronovici, contains
useful lists of enquiries to be made into every department of the city's
present activity, and E. P. Goodrich and G. B. Ford, called in as experts
by the City Plan Commission o] New Jersey, instead of light-heartedly
scoring the town plan with suggested boulevards, civic centre and park
system, produce a report of 70 pages as a Suggested Plan of Procedure.
This document, with its painstaking study of actual conditions and its
elaborate but lucid classification, takes rank as a text book on the methods
of collecting material for a survey of actual conditions. The authors
* Professor Geddes' new book, " Evolution in Cities," contains the substance of many
\

of these separate parnphlets.

See review on page 137.
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sum up their point of view as follows: "We believe that most of the
City Planning so far undertaken in America has miscarried and failed of
accomplishment because it was not done logically or scientifically. We
are absolutely convinced that the first consideration is the economic one;
the second, the social one; and the third, the eesthetic-s-not the reverse
order, as has usually been followed." Their method is fully described
in an article in the" American City" (February, 1913); this should be
reprinted as a pamphlet.
Another recent American Report, on Bridgeport, by Dr. Nolen,
makes use of the presentation of data for the purpose of calling out
discussion, criticism, and public opinion generally, on the subject of
the city plan. Unlike Goodrich and Ford's Plan of Procedure, Dr.
Nolen's collected data are presented graphically, with great care and skill.
Closely related to the Regional Survey compiled from motives of selfeducation, are the" Notes for a Study in City Planning in Champaign
Urbana" by the Classes in Civic Design at Illinois University. They
are the work of students, theses indeed, but being prepared under the
guidance of their Professor, Charles Mulford Robinson, they partake of
the nature of treatises on " general principles of procedure which relate
to Civic problems everywhere."
Of complete all-round Surveys of Cities, it cannot be said that a single
one has as yet been published, for the Edinburgh has only appeared in
abstract (e.g., TOWIl Planning Conference at R.I.B.A., 1910, pp. 537-574).
London, however, is fortunate in possessing monumental Surveys from
two of the necessary aspects-the Social and the Historic-both prepared
simultaneously at the close of the nineteenth century. Charles Booth's
" Life and Labour in London," in 17 volumes, is the completest enquiry
into how the people live, how they work, and the influences that they
are subjected to. Intentionally limited to a picture of things as they are,
without back-look or forecast, it is impossible to imagine it better
done: the thoroughness of the house-to-house research, the accuracy
of its detail, the breadth of its summaries, the full use made of the power
of maps, and finally its great readableness.
Sir Walter Besant's ten quartos on Historic London are scarcely less
laborious, and the three last volumes of a house-to-house perambulation
(after what different game to Charles Booth) give us a note on every
spot of historic interest existing at the beginning of the twentieth century.
A geographic survey is still needed to complete the trio required
for a full study of London; the Traffic section of this has already been
done by the London Traffic Branch of the Board of Trade. Under the
guidance of H. V. Lanchester, the other' manifold aspects are being
prepared as war-work-though so far only for Greater London. When
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this latter is finished and published, London will have its Historic, Social,
and Geographical Surveys of a completeness that no other city of the
world can approach.

The Literature Proper
The General Treatise
If Alphand's " Promenades de Paris" be regarded as the first definite
work on modern Town Planning, to Dr. Stiibben must be given the
credit of compiling the first comprehensive treatise on the subject.
Stadtebau, in itself a half volume of an encyclopredic publication on
architecture, is a monumental example of Germanic industry; it is
considerably foggy in its arrangement and exhibits an entire absence of
the critical faculty. It has proved, however, a quarry to subsequent
masons in the building of books-but a dangerous quarry of half-statements that mislead and plans that only approximate to accuracy. Woe
to those who have lifted a plan and to avoid the triteness of the German
woodcut have had it re-drawn by some more engaging hand; I need
only instance the Piazza del Popolo (Fig. 367). The difference between
its diagrammatic approximation and the reality would furnish Professor
Goodyear with an apt text on the value of refinements in civic design.
Compare for curiosity's sake the drawing of the same Piazza in " Landscape Architecture" [Vol. IV., No.3]. The worthy Doctor of Engineering
perhaps attempted too much-he was not gifted with artistic discrimination, and he could not resist overburdening his work with 'indifferent
Germanic exemplars-but he cannot be refused the great merit of having
first attempted the task of compressing the huge subject of city building
and planning within two covers. Though already antiquated and
soon likely to be useless, his volume is a landmark in our literature.
In this country the general treatise has appealed to our writers rather
than studies of separate aspects or individual localities; indeed, in
two instances the general title of Town Planning has been given to works
which refer principally to a definite town-J. S. Nettlefold's and George
Cadbury's valuable lessons from Birmingham.
The four general treatises which we possess are fortunately distinct
in scope and aim: H. Inigo Triggs' "Town Planning, Past, Present,
and Possible" is a useful collection of material pleasantly presented,
weakest perhaps in its "possible" section. Its reader is the cultivated
amateur as much as the practical planner.
Raymond Unwin's" Town Planning in Practice," ill addition to an
admirable historical summary, is a technical treatise on the art of civic
design, containing much didactic and original matter, particularly in
the direction of Suburban Planning,
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Thomas H. Mawson's "Civic Art" naturally specialises on parks,
gardens, boulevards, and open spaces, although he has two sections on
the general theory and practice of Civic Art.
The fourth and latest arrival among our General Treatises is "The
Case for Town Planning," by Henry R. Aldridge. This work addresses
an entirely different audience to that of the other three; it is written for
those who have the power to initiate Town Planning, and who are responsible for carrying it out. The first part is an eloquent plea for Town
Planning, tracing the need for it that has existed in all ages, and particularly the present, and the second is a practical manual for use in the
preparation of schemes under the English Act of 1909; the appendix,
contributed by F. Eigood and E. R. Abbott on the Ruislip Town Planning
scheme, is the best thing yet done on this Act in operation.
One naturally groups, as two complementary volumes, Unwin's and
Aldridge's; they give in a convenient form English Theory and Practice,
technical, legal, and administrative, at the present time.
Vague and uncertain in arrangement compared with these four
English works, are Dr. Hegemann's two volumes (with a third yet to
appear) based on material from the two exhibitions at Berlin (1910)
and Dusseldorf (1911). The first volume is a first-rate monograph on
Berlin; the second deals with. traffic systems, open spaces, and other
matters. In spite of confusion, these volumes contain stuff of great
value, much of the illustrated matter unobtainable elsewhere. It
appears as though the author had been unable to make up his mind
whether to write a memoir of two exhibitions, a general treatise, or a
propagandist manifesto.
Nettlefold's " Practical Town Plannillg" is more critical and propagandist in tone than descriptive. It represents a business man's attitude
towards a subject of which he is an enthusiastic supporter, full of pithy
sayings, keen criticism, suggestions for further legislation, and impatience
at delay.
.!Esthetic TVritin.gs
On the general eesthetics of TOWIl Planning, several important works
have been written, Perhaps that which has exercised most influence is
Camillo Sitte's " Artistic Basis of TOWIl Planning." This appreciation
of the beauties of medieeval cities created a revolution in German planning,
and penetrated Inany other countries; its effect, ill spite of the inevitable
reaction, is still felt, and once for all it exploded the application of formal
motifs to irregularly contoured sites. The writings of Schultze-Naumberg
have had less influence outside Germany, and Dr. Brinckmann in his
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"Platz und Monument." and elsewhere, has attempted to recall his
countrymen from what he describes as a romantic digression.
The French have not digressed, and Alphand's "Promenades" sum
up much of the teaching of Haussmann's methods. Unfortunately,
Guadet in his "Elenlents et 'I'heorie d'Architecture," only allows one
chapter to Streets, Squares, and Bridges; it is to be regretted that he
did not devote one volume to architectural Town Planning, as this
would have form.ed the authoritative pronouncement on French civic
design. "L'Esth.etique des Villes " is the title of two separate works,
one of a literary nature by Emile Magne, the other by Charles Buls,
late Burgomaster of Brussels. The latter's many contributions to the
study of Town Planning are well known, and he has done invaluable work
in laying down t.hc lines UpOl1 which tIle centres of old towns of historic
interest should be remodelled and articulated to new quarters (Isolement
des Vieilles Eglises, &e.). Georges Benoit-Levy's "La Ville et Son
Image" is the work of one who has come strongly under the influence of
the English Gard.en City movement.
Professor Blomfield in his " Miatress Art" has analysed the qualities
t.hat go to produce the Grand ~fanner in Civic Design, taking as his
examples Porgamos, ROIne, Nancy, and the little town of Richelieu.
" Modern Civic Art" or the City made Beautiful, is C. 11. Robinson's
eesthetic contribution, on similar lines but of wider scope than Emile
l\Iagne's.

Special Aspects
Architecture and Gardening
The relation of works 011 pure Architecture to 'I'own Planning is a
subj ect worth an essay in itself. III some lights it would HI)pear as though
all architecture, except interiors and country houses, must come within
the scope of Civic Design; but, generally speaking, the Architectural
library, like that of Civil Engilleerillg, ECOI10lllics, and Social Ethics, is
to be regarded as a Ileal' neighbour, to be frequently visited. The books
on architecture 'which would most clearly be useful to a Town Planner
are illustrated volumes of domestic architecture of different periods and
descriptions of definite t.ypes of buildings, such as hanks, theatres, &c.
Books on Garden and Park design form an important rr-rr;up auxiliary
to the main 'I'own Plnnning Library.

E nqineerinq
It is 110t necessar)T to deal at any length with Civil EngiIleerillg
Economics, and Social I~thics, but to point out that t.her« are certain
sections of t.hese studies which are of direct significance to TO\VIl Planning.
Under Transport, as a branch of Engineering, would be grou})cd all
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works dealing with Traffic, Roads, Railways, Subways, Waterways, &c.
A text book has recently been published-" The History and
Economics of Transport," by Professor Kirkcaldy and A. D. Evans,
of Birmingham, which professes to sum up the whole of this
vast subject. Certain phases have been dealt with separately,
e.g., C. M. Robinson's "Width and Arrangement of Streets," and
Sydney and Beatrice Webb's "History of the King's Highway."
But of all phases of Town Planning this requires to be related to
some specific locality; hence the authoritative studies of the day are
the London Traffic Reports, Henard's "Etudes sur les Transportations
de Paris," "The Volume of the Boston Metropolitan Improvements Commission (1909)," the various New York and the recent Philadelphia Reports. Chicago contributes three recent railway studies,
Hooker's popularly presented "Through Routes for Chicago's Steam
Railroads," referring to quick passenger traffic; and two reports on the
identical subject of the rearrangement of Railway Terminals by John F.
Wallace and Bion J. Arnold.

Socioloqical
The Housing section of the Library is perhaps the best stockedmost of the volumes too well known to need enumerating, except by
their author's names : Eberstadt, Thompson, Nettlefold, De Forest,
and Veiller. T. R. Marr's "Housing Conditions in Manchester and
Salford" and B. Seebohm Rowntree's "Poverty" (York) take the
form of TOWIl Housing Surveys, though Marr's map goes somewhat
further; to these must be added many of the Reports of our Medical
Officers of Health [e.g., Dr. Hope's Liverpool and Dr. Anderson's Rochdale], and the admirable Housing Report to the Newark City Commission
by Dr. James Ford. The first annual Report of the Massachusetts
Homestead Commission (1913) contains an Appendix of 250 pages
(the Report proper is only 70) on Foreign Governmental Aid in Home
Building; this should be republished in a separate form, being a contribution to the subject of first importance. Benjamin Clarke Marsh's
" Introduction to City Planning, Democracy's Challenge to the American
City," is a vigorous anti-congestion pasquinade; it contains much
German information, not too carefully sifted.
Three French books on Housing may be added: "Le Cri de la France:
Des Logements," by Augustin Rey (Propagandist); "Le Logement
Populaire," by Dr.. Carriere (general treatise), and "Les Habitations
a Bon Marche," by Alfred Leybaoh (a practical commentary on the two
Housing Laws of 1906~nd 1908).
Less directly connected with town planning than housing, but not

Copyright (c) 2004 ProQuest Information and Learning Company
Copyright (c) Liverpool University Press

TOWN PLANNING LITERATURE

91

to be praetermitted on that account, are constructive social studies such
as Seebohm Rowntree's "Way to Industrial Peace." . He shows, for
example, how intimately the question of the Decentralisation of our
industrial population (an obvious concern of the Town Planner) is bound
up with the reduction of the hours of Labour.
There are also the theoretic and practical works on Play and Recreation, essential to the scientific provision of open spaces, e.g., "The Play
of Man," by Karl Groos, and" The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets,"
by Jane Addams.
The Garden C~ity movement has a complete Literature of its own,
written in many tongues. G. Benoit-Levy has produced three volumes
and a romance on. the subject; Dr. Berlepsch-Valendas, a penetrating
study, with historical introduction; C. B. Purdom, an elaborately illustrated description of Letchworth; J. S. Nettlefold, a combined scheme
with inland waterway reform; A. R. Sennett, a peculiar method of
planning of his own on a hexagonal-cellular principle.
Ewart G. Culpin's " Garden City Movement up to Date" is the authoritative topical surnmary.
Economics
The Economics section contains all questions relating to Land; .this,
the subject of many separate pamphlets, enters, like Housing, into all
general treatises on Town Planning, notably J. S. Nettlefold's. Copartnership, as explained in the writings of Sir William Lever and Henry
Vivian, would come under this heading.
" Municipal Government in Great Britain," and" Municipal Government in Continental Europe," by Albert Shaw, are particularly valuable
investigations from the economic and administrative standpoint. City
growth and transformation is also described but not illustrated. These
companion volumes possess the fresh outlook of a new worlder upon
European affairs.
Legal
There are finally the purely legal works, such as " Town Planning
Law and Practice," by R. A. Glen and A. D. Dean, and a ." Practical
Guide to the preparation of Town Planning Schemes" by E. G. Bentley
and S. P. Taylor, both dealing with the English Act, and both possibly
published too early. The printed texts of the three Birmingham schemes
and the Ruislip scheme give the latest current information on English
official Town Planning. German Law has been summarised by T.
C. Horsfall in his "Example of Gorrnany," and B. W. Kissan in his
~, Report on Town Planning Enactments in Germany."
The possibilities of American law in relation to the execution of city
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plans are exploited by F. Shurtleff and F. L. Olmsted in "Carrying out
the City Plan."

The Town Report
Such is a hasty survey of the Literature composed to a programme
dictated by subject-matter from the general treatise embracing the whole
subject such as Stiibben's Stadtebau, to the intensively studied special
aspect, such as Mulford Robinson's" Width and Arrangement of Streets."
Next is to be considered the other main division of Town Planning
Literature-that which has been occasioned by the study of a definite
locality-the City Report, in a word.
Report or Competition
The contributions from America are in overwhelming preponderance
in this half of the field, and these reports of particular towns contain so
much of general interest that it would be possible to make up a complete
encyclopedia of the practice of modern Town Planning from them alone.
America, at the beginning of the movement, adopted the Report presented
by experts to a City Plan Commission, in preference to the European
practice of a Competition. It is outside the competency of this paper to
discuss the rival merits of these two methods for eliciting schemes for city
improvement and extension; though in passing it may be remarked that
the Competition usually suffers from an insufficiency of data supplied to
the competitors and the unacquaintedness of the assessor with the town,
unless indeed the competition be the planning of a definite area for a
certain number of buildings-an architectural problem.
But when we come to a comparison from the literary point of view, the
charge against the Competition is grave.
The town itself, it is true, possesses the premiated plans and reports;
but the public has only access to them whilst on exhibition and through
reproduction in the Press, accompanied by a critique of more or less
relevance, written by one who is less acquainted with the problem than
the competitors or assessor. The public of the town concerned, and town
planning students in general, have no report that they can discuss and
keep before them; the memory of the competition fades, and the drawings are entombed in the Borough Surveyor's coffers. Dusseldorf, Berlin,
Bradford, Dublin, and Blackburn, ought to figure upon our shelves
beside Chicago, Washington, Boston, Newark, Calgary, and Albany. A
competition for a Capital City is understandable, but there is no doubt
that Delhi with its blue books (frigidest of Reports) is more accessible than
Canberra. *

* A Government

Report on Canberra has been issued privately, but it is manifestly not the
report of an expert to a Committee.
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It is also to be regretted that the English Competition is by no means
so usual as the Arnerican Report; with us dozens of cities are embarking
upon urban exten.sion schemes of great magnitude without any adequate
research into the requirements and idiosyncrasies of the existing towns.
There is no doubt that our Act, dealing primarily with undeveloped
land, has encouraged this neglect. The English Town Planner- is preoccupied with suburban development, in direct contrast to the American,
who appears to lIS to give too little attention to it-e.g., the Newark
Report, where it is barely mentioned-and the following quotation from
Dr. Nolen's" Comprehensive Planning for Small Towns and Villages" :
" The emphasis, it would seem, needs to be placed less on the original
plan (for new territory) and more onre-planning and re-modelling, provided
action is taken ill time." The inter-action of these two points of view
should prove beneficial to both countries.
English Town Reports
English Town Planners are, however, free of the reproach of having
made no contribution to the collection of City Reports. E. P. Richards'
Calcutta is a fine achievement and shows a grasp of a problem of amazing
intricacy. It should be of great use in this country as an example of the
amount of study that is necessary before attempting to re-plan, and
provide for future growth.
"We are also indebted to T. H. Mawson for several notable reportsBolton, Exeter, and Calgary. The latter has received the following
striking comment from C. M. Robinson, himself the producer of several
first-rate reports: "If one sought an idea of what city planning under..
takes to do, and were restricted to the scrutiny of a single report, he
could do no better, perhaps, than study that for Calgary." It is remarkable that the two chief City Reports produced by English 'I'own Planners
should be for India and Canada.
Among shorter English Reports are James Thompson's proposals for
dealing with reclaimed lands and the creation of a Civic Centre and
combined railway station at Dundee-a scheme of unusual boldnessand E. M. Giblbs' "Future Extension of the Suburbs of Sheffield."
Mention boas already been made of G. Cadbury's book, which is largely
a Birmingham Report.
American Reports
It may give some idea of the huge volume of American Reports to
say that during the past two years more than 50 bound volumes have
appeared as well as fascicules. To attempt to deal at all adequately
---------- -_._--- --- ----_._--- -- ----------_. -----

-

Another report on Calcutta has recently been issued by T. Maden and A. de B. Shrosbee,
It will be interesting to the student to compare these.
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with some hundreds of reports in a section of a paper is manifestly impossible. At most one may be able to name several of the more remarkable
and draw attention to a gradual change which has come over the attitude
of the authors.
The earlier reports began, as hinted by Goodrich and Ford (in their
preface to New Jersey Report already quoted), by putting eesthetic
considerations first, before social or economic. The impetus to this
pictorial and purely architectural attitude was given by the Washington
Commission; for here indeed, in a Capital City, the artistic treatment
was of primary importance. Even the great achievement of the amalgamation of the railways was not originated by economic motives.
Chicago, the very antithesis of Washington, eclipsed it in the artistic
splendour of its Report and the exquisite taste of its presentation. Among
modern Town Planning literature its only rival in format and production
is Alphand's "Promenades."
The Ohicago Report, however, is more practical in many ways than
it looks, and its Michigan Avenue will probably be carried out; nor
could it avoid dealing with the Railway Problem. But it illustrated in
its extreme form the worst faults of the early Reports: the affectation
of universality-it starts with the foundation of Babylon by Semiramisthe large use of foreign photographs of doubtful relevance, and the
neglect of the Housing question.
The Civic Centre craze which raged for a while is well exemplified
by the Cleveland Report, in gigantic folio size; its lustre now seems
strangely dimmed.
More practical than any of these, and sober to the verge of austerity,
is the Report of the Boston Metropolitan Improvements, bound like a
religious work. Allusions have already been made to the value of its
railway transport sections; equally thorough is the part on highways. A
definitely architectural Report was also prepared by the Boston Society
of Architects, which contains the well-known dream of an island in the
Charles River.
In these early days Philadelphia always appears identified with Parks
(the Boston Park System being already practically complete). The City
Parks Association has recently issued its 26th Annual Report, and to the
Allied Organisations of Philadelphia we owe the report containing coloured
plans of the park systems of different American cities.
After these first volumes, Which in spite of faults are the works of
first-rate men, the movement appears to have rather declined into the
facile production of Civic Centres and unthought-out Re-modellings
accompanied by European photographs. Occasionally they degenerate
into frank town Advertisements; on the cover of one is : -
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There is business to do
And a place for you
In Altus.
This may be a harsh judgment; but there seemed to be a moment
when American city planning, at any rate on the report system, was in
danger of a swift degeneration. There were however men at work who
would not suffer this to happen, and there is manifest a different feeling
about the group of Reports of which Madison, Rochester, and New Haven
are typical. These are well but quietly produced; they are chiefly
occupied with moderate central improvements, such as the station
approach at New' Haven, certain street rectifications and park systems.
The New Haven Report contains a valuable appendix of statistical data
collected in response to the request of the authors of the Report, Cass
Gilbert and F. L~. Olmsted, which indicates an increased preoccupation
with social and economic factors.
The latest phase of American city planning, as shown by recent
reports, discovers a growing modesty on the part of the expert and an
increasing desire for thorough research before making recommendations,
preliminary studies, tentative suggestions, now take the place of the finite
plan, elaborated in detail. Again, they rarely attempt to cover t.he
whole field; in some \vays perhaps the tendency to issue reports dealing
with one or two phases only of Town Planning may lead to lop-sided
development. But this cannot occur when a complete preliminary
survey, as outlined for New Jersey, has already been compiled.
City Planning for Newark, by E. P. Goodrich and G. B. Ford, is perhaps
the best example of a General Report relying on thoroughness of investigation and laying great stress on improvements that pay. The specialisation tendency is shown by calling in an outside expert, Dr. James Ford, to
prepare a Housing Report, " the first and as yet the only American Housing Report dealing directly with problems of City Planning." In the
main volume the authors appear to have studied the austerity of presentation to excess; the drawings in some cases are needlessly. unattractive (e.g., Plate 22); this is doubtless a protest against the showiness
of some of the earlier reports.
Dr. Nolen's Preliminary Report on Bridgeport has been already
mentioned ; it is a fine treatise on how to collect and graphically present
data. A. C. Conley's Houston, on a slightly smaller scale, is also tentative
as to planning, but definite on data, and valuable on park classification.
'I'he volume of " Short Studies for Albany" by Arnold Brunner (architect)
and C. Downing Lay (landscape architect) recalls some of the earlier
reports in its strong architectural complexion-in this case fully justified,
#
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owing to the nature of the place, the oldest chartered city in the United
States.
Specialised Reports.
Of the highly-specialised studies mention must be made of the Report
on Boston Street Traffic- (1904) and that of the Transit Commissioner of
Philadelphia. As a separate park study, Messrs. Olmsted's Dayton is
remarkable for the occasion it gives to enunciate general principles of
landscape design. The Spokane Report contains many plans of parks
and playgrounds, and the same firm's recommendations for a park system.
But overtopping them all in bulk and weighty importance is the
great Report of the Heights of Buildings Commission of New York.
This is indeed a text-book and it is very fitting that its chief concern
should be with the Borough of Manhattan. The Commission, of which
G. B. Ford is secretary, is to be congratulatecl on producing a work
which, so far as one can judge, must remain the permanent authority on
the subj ect.
From New York, too, comes an admirable slender pamphlet, a sort
of interim report, entitled "Development and Present Status of City
Planning in New York City." Its separate chapters, notably a historical
one, are of quite exceptional interest.

A nnual Reports
Annual Reports are now becoming a feature of American City Planning.
Hartford (Conn.) was the first to appoint a Commission on the City Plan
as a regular Municipal Department; its Sixth . A
. nnual Report has just
been published. The Bureau of Surveys of Philadelphia also produces an
. Annual Report of Town Planning interest, and the number of these
yearly addenda fascicules is increasing.
If it were not for annual reports, we should hardly know of the existence of the Municipal Art Commissions, such as those of New York,
Philadelphia, and Pittsburg.
It is impossible to treat here in greater detail the collection of American
Reports: Miss Kimball for the past three years has contributed to
" Landscape Architecture " brief surveys of the annual output of American
City Planning energy in this direction; 76 reports are so dealt with
(" Landscape Architecture," April, 1912; April, 1913'; January, 1915).
There can be no doubt but that America has put the Town Planning
world at large under a heavy obligation, by pursuing the practice of
printing, publishing, and distributing (usually free of cost) the results of
her experts' labours. Many of these volumes, as has been pointed out,
though written for particular places, have become standard works of
reference.
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Suggestions for the Town Planning Library
I have endeavoured to indicate in very general terms, and by selecting
examples here and there, the extent of the field of Town Planning literature: considering the youth of the subject it is surprisingly richly
carpeted, but there are still bare patches waiting for cultivation.
Specialised Studies.
One of the chief directions for further contributions to our library is
towards greater specialisation of studies. That this tendency exists in
American Reports has already been noticed; it is also apparent in
European contributions. The earlier works attempted to cover the
whole field and could not avoid superficiality in doing so; it is to be
hoped that separate text books (in which we in this country excel)
will be forthcoming on mallY of the headings which have been included
in such encyclopaxlias as Stadtebau. Professor Geddes has somewhere
said that the modern aim is to learn more and more about less and less;
but I think everyone will agree that Town Planning started off with a
mass of general information, much of it gathered at second and third
hand; and a series of specialised studies of an intensive nature is essential
to an exact know1edge of the subject. "The pieceworker," says Mulford
Robinson, "whose lot is so often pitied, has at least the satisfaction of
knowing that he can do the whole of his job and do it perfectly, a satisfaction which heretofore has been denied to the American City Planner."
We are fortunate enough to have among us illuminating generalisers like
Professor Geddes, who is always ready to correlate and keep us in touch
with main issues.
What we require-s-and the dignity and importance of our subject
demand it--is a series of detailed monographs carried out on similar
lines, each the work of a specialist expert. If we could induce a publisher
to undertake a Town Planner's Library on similar lines to the Architects'
Library, and bring out uniform volumes from time to time. . . .
A historical series is highly necessary; the admirable :summaries
that have appeared in certain general works are by 110 rneans the last
word, nor have their authors been able to undertake sufficient research
over so varied a field. Such a study in specialisation has been contributed
by Professor Haverfield, who, speaking with authority, has established
on a definite basis the practice of the ancient world. His work, which.
imposed upon itself a definite limitation of the word Town Planning,
will be complemented by Professor Bosanquet, who attaches a wider
significance to the term, and is breaking new ground in his articles 110W
appearing in the Town Planning Review.
Then there is the mediaeval period-treated with characteristic
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abrupt condemnation by Henry Aldridge and as a grindstone for his
romantic axe by Camillo Sitte: a dispassionate historian we cannot
expect, but we should like to see medieeval Town Planning studied
for its own sake, and not made the cat's-paw of some designing enthusiast,
and I venture to predict that the overcrowding continually attributed to
it will be found by no means so prevalent as generally supposed.
The Renaissance offers the most attractive (and possibly the most
difficult) subject for someone architecturally inclined. I believe the
several papers that Dr. Brinckmann has written are preliminary studies
for such a work. Miss Theodora Kimball, also, is engaged upon a
history of City Planning in the United States from colonial times to
the present day. Thus two historic monographs are already in hand.
Again, there are the modern contributions of different countries,
A single comparative work would be useful, but there should be a volumedevoted to each of the great Town Planning nations--French, Belgian,
German, American, Austrian, Italian, Swedish, Swiss, and Englishthese to be highly critical and searching, and in each case preferably not
by a countryman of the country scrutinised.
It is of no value to treat national studies as propaganda literature,
and omit all shadows from a flaming panegyric. I could wish to see
T. C. .Horefall'a "Example of Germany" re-issued with the addition
of the papers he has from time to time contributed, notably the two in
the Town Planning Reoieui: This would give us the complete picture
of the legal, economic, and social aspect of the German achievements.
On the other hand, " City Building in Germany," by Frederick C. Howe,
is an example of what such a study should not be, as witness the following
quotations : " The orderly development of the (German) municipality is the first
consideration. There can be no wild-cat speculation, no cheap and
narrow streets, no jerry-building."
"Nothing is haphazard. Nothing is left to chance. The get-rich
speculator and the jerry-builder are subordinated- to the will of the
community acting through its permanent and expert body of city
officials.',
"This same far-sighted wisdom, which plans boulevards, streets,
and open spaces far in advance of the city's needs, characterises the
workmanship of the streets as well. A large area is undertaken at once.
The city is not made to conform to the grade of the district. The district
is made to conform to the grade of the city. I have seen great areas of
from one-half to a mile square in which a fill was required of from eight
to fifteen feet."
Compare this loose wild talk with the intense passion for discriminating
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appraisement of Mr. Horsfall, whose praise is so valuable and whose
blame so instructive.
Another penetrating study, of the similar aspects of a country, is
Seebohm Rowntree's "Land and Labour, Lessons from Belgium."
Collected primarily for this country, these statistics and inferences will
possibly be of service nearer their source than their compiler ever anticipated.

Grouping of Pamphlet Literature.
Another Iunction of the Town Planning Library would be the grouping
together and binding up of scattered pamphlets. It is notorious how
inaccessible for ordinary use is knowledge when dwelling in slim pamphlets
or papers read at conferences of learned societies, or magazine articles.
The National Housing and Town Planning Council issues in normal
years an astonishing bulk of pamphlet literature-some of it frankly
ephemeral, but much of a permanent value, such as Harold Shawcross'
" Public Utility Societies" and Unwin's" Effect of Limiting the Number
of Houses to the Acre." These might well be grouped systematically
and bound.
Valuable papers like H. V. Lanchester's "Town and Country,"
W. R. Davidge's" Development of London and the London Building
Acts," and his recent paper on Australia, are either immured in the
Cloistral Transactions of the R.I.B.A. or at large in the form of unprotected Reprints. The number of pamphlets in the catalogue of the
Department of Civic Design at Liverpool is over 500, and many of these
are the master, and in some cases the only contributions to their special
subjects.

Conference Transactions
Conference Transactions are perhaps best looked upon as miscellaneous
repositories, and they have the merit that, being bound, they take their
place on the library shelves, and with the aid of a reference list, such as
Miss Kimball's, their contents is not likely to be overlooked. Certain
Transactions, of course, as of the International Road Congresses, consist
of specialist pamphlets of single aim, conveniently grouped together.
The Institute of the Municipal and County Engineers, also, at their
annual meetings touch Town Planning on one side more than on others;
the two best volumes of their Transactions are of the West Bromwich
(1911) and Cheltenham (1914) Conferences.
Of the miscellaneous sort are the Annual National Conferences of
America, the l~.I.B.A. (1910) (the best collection of architectural papers),
the Ghent First International Conference (1913) (a more varied collection,
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truly international in character), and the Liverpool Conference (1914)
(confined to English practical planning).
The most satisfactory thing that can happen to papers read at such
Conferences, if they are of sufficient significance, is for their authors to
elaborate them into subsequent books; this has been the case of the
contributions of Professor Haverfield and C. M. Robinson to the R.I.B.A.
The Transactions of the Town Planning Institute, of which we
have the first volume, promise a yearly addition to our Library of studies
of permanent worth.
Periodicals
I do not intend to describe the different Town Planning periodicals,
but the bound volumes of "Stadtebau," "Landscape Architecture,"
the Town Planning Review, the" Garden Cities Magazine," the" American
City," and the" National Municipal Review" are to be regarded as
another form of miscellaneous repository, waiting the re-publication of
their more serious articles: so we may hope some day to see Professor
Adshead's series on the "Decoration and Furnishing of the City" in
volume form, which will then become a much-needed text book.
A Technical Manual.
A final suggestion is for a Manual of Civic Design. This perhaps
sounds like a far-fetched hope for our young art, seeing that after all these
years we do not possess an English Theory of Architecture. But Unwin
has shown in his" Practical Town Planning" and his subsequent note on
Hill-side Development how simply and lucidly many features of the
town plan can be dealt with; the usefulness and suggestiveness of these
didactics leads one to think that a complete encheiridion might with
advantage be attempted. Such a work should at any rate produce
better results than the ·picking up of morsels from the periodicals, which
is so commonly the source of inspiration to beginners. The American
Civic Association, it is true, has published a work entitled "How to
layout a City," which would appear to contain the conclusion of the
whole matter. On examination, it turns out to consist, however, of
three short pages, and contents itself with prescribing a single golden
rule. "Were I going to layout a town," says the authoress, who is
Chairman of the Railroad Department of the Association, "I would
ra ther trust a cow to make up the graceful lines than most of the engineers.
Have you ever noticed a cow-path in the country?
It is always
graceful. "
I suppose it might be urged that so long as we have cows there is no
need for a Manual of Civic Design or indeed for a Literature of Town
PATRICK ABERCROMBIE.
Planning !
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Main colonnaded street, looking east
On the right a side-street comes in and is spanned by an arch
The columns are 38 feet 6 inches high, and are furnished with consoles for portrait-sculpture
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